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Cameroon 


Biya on Chad, Kohl Visit, Domestic Issues 
AB181203 Dakar PANA in French 
1630 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 16 Oct (CAMNEWS/PANA)—Came- 
roonian President Paul Biya declared yesterday evening 
that he favors a consolidation of the calm that has 
prevailed since the declaration of a cease-fire in the 
border dispute between Chad and Libya. In an interview 
with Cameroonian television, President Biya reviewed 
both national (the economic crisis and the forthcoming 
25 October municipal elections) and international prob- 
lems. 


Concerning the situation in Chad, Mr Biya expressed the 
view that “the cease-fire must be strengthened because it 
is the sine qua non of negotiations which could lead to a 
peaceful solution of the problem.”” The Cameroonian 
head of state is of the opinion that the Lusaka confer- 
ence, which recommended the cease-fire, acted posi- 
tively in asking the conflicting parties to produce their 
documents in preparation for negotiations. 


In the face of an economic crisis in Cameroon which he 
described as “serious,” causing the loss of between 200 
and 300 billion CFA francs in revenue, Mr Biya 
expressed satisfaction with the patriotism shown by 
Cameroonians in applying the austerity measures 
designed to cut down on government spending. The 
Cameroonian hea of state said that, 3 months after the 
introduction of this measure, there has been a reduction 
in the state’s expenses, and he announced the prepara- 
tion of a plan to stabilize public finances, ‘a translation 
of the austerity measures into figures.”’ 


Concerning the forthcoming 25 October municipal elec- 
tions, President Biya thinks “‘they constitute an impor- 
tant stage in Cameroon’s political life and in the process 
leading to an oper democratic policy” with multiple 
candidates—267 for 196 electoral districts. He asked all 
Cameroonians to respect the eventual results of the 
elections. 


Also, a few weeks before the visit of the West German 
chancellor to Cameroon, the Cameroonian head of state 
said he expects this visit to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship between the two countries and hoped this 
could come about through the willingness of FRG busi- 
nessmer to increase their contributions to the develop- 
ment of Cameroon. 


Biya Receives Moroccan Envoy, Hassan Message 
AB142003 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 14 Oct 87 


[Text] Moroccan secretary of state for foreign affairs, 
Ahmed Cherkaoui, was today received in audience at the 
Unity Palace by President Paul Biya. Speaking to the 
press later, Mr Cherkaoui said he was bearer of a 
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message from King Hassan II to his Cameroonian coun- 
terpart on bilateral relations between the two countries. 
He said they shared common views in discussions based 
on regional and international issues, which were quite 
satisfactory. Concerning the situation in southern Africa, 
the Moroccan secretary said his country was looking to 
the General Assembly of the United Nations to propose 
a concrete solution to the problem. 


Central African Republic 


Kolingba Names Secretary General to Assembly 
AB180723 Paris AFP in French 1534 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Excerpt] Bangui, 17 Oct (AFP)}—The CAR president, 
General Andre Kolingba, today named Emile Nicaise 
Mbari secretary general to the National Assembly, ihe 
CAR radio has announced. Mr Nicaise Mbari is a top 
Central African official who previously held several high 
posts in the country, the radio stressed in its newscast at 
1300. [passage omitted] 


Congo 


‘Warm Tribute’ Paid to Burkina’s Sankara 
AB171047 Dakar PANA in French 
0940 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Brazzaville, 17 Oct (ACI/PANA)— The People’s 
Republic of Cong» has paid a particularly warm tribute 
to former Burkinabe President Captain Thomas 
Sankara, who was killed in a coup d’etat on 15 October. 
The national television has broadcast a ’arge number of 
shots showing the former president at ihe side of his 
Congolese counterpart, Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, 
when the latter went on an official visit to Burkina Faso 
in 1985. 


Capt Thomas Sankara, who was very popular in Congo, 
was described as a “‘worthy son of Africa” who fought for 
the emancipation of the continent and the freedom and 
independence of African peoples. In a detailed commen- 
tary on its evening broadcast, Congolese television 
recalled the political itinerary of the first Burkinabe 
revolutionary leader and considered it “very close to 
Congo's political choices.” 


The news of Capt Thomas Sankara’s death was received 
with deep emotion in the res‘demtial quarters of the 
Congolese capital. Crowds of dismayed people were seen 
at street corners, in the markets, and on major streets 
listening with particular attention to the report broadcast 
by the national radio. Burkina Faso and Congo have 
maintained excellent relations at state and party levels 
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Media Reports ‘Assassination’ 
AB190842 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 19 Oct 87 


{Excerpts} The new strongman in Burkina, Captain Bla- 
ise Compaore, has appeared in public for the first time 
since the coup on 15 October. [passage omitted] Ghana 
has declared | week of national mourning following the 
death of the former Burkinabe leader. Congo’s media 
have denounced the coup d’etat in which Capt Thomas 
Sankara was killed. They have accused Capt Blaise 
Compare in the assassination of Thomas Sankara. 


Equatorial Guinea 


President Pardons 50 ‘Political Prisoners’ 
AB160847 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 16 Oct 87 


'Text] Measures of clemency have been taken in Equa- 
torial Guinea. President Teodoro Nguema Mbasogo has 
granted pardons to 50 political prisoners. This group of 
prisoners consists mainly of people arrested last year 
who were involved in a coup plot against the head of 
state. 


Telecommunications Earth Station Opened 
AB172108 Paris AFP in French 2214 GMT 15 Oct 87 


[Text] Libreville, 15 Oct (AFP)}—Equatorial Guinean 
President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, on 14 
October inaugurated a telecommunications earth station 
linking Equatorial Guinea by satellite to the interna- 
tional network, it was learned from reliable sources in 
Libreville. The station is in Bata, the second largest city 
in the country, on Equatorial Guinea’s mainland. It will 
make telephone and telex communications possible with 
Paris, from where they will be relayed to Douala (Came- 
roon), thus ending the isolation of the country, which 
until now has had no links with other countries. Howev- 
er, according to the experts, automatic link with some 
neighboring countries such as Gabon will demand the 
construction of a telephone exchange, which will become 
possible only in late 1988. 


This project is essentially French. It has been financed by 
a loan of the Central Fund for Economic Cooperation 
totaling 900 million CFA francs (Fri8 million), supple- 
mented by a contribution from the Aid and Cooperation 
Fund. The total investment amounts to 1,260 million 
CFA francs (Fr25.2 million). The implementation and 
the management of the project have been assigned to a 
French-Guinean joint-stock company, the Gesta, the 
capital of which is shared by the Guinean State (Fr30 
million) and the France-Cable company (Fr20 million). 


Meanwhile, a few days ago, the head of state laid the 
foundation stone of a hydroelectric station in Riaba 
(Bioko Isle where Malabo, the capital, is situated), the 
prime contractor of which is the Electricity of France 
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(EDF) company. The project, which costs Fr! 50 million 
(including 116 million lent by the Central Fund), is 
expected to be completed in about |8 months. 


Gabon 


Bongo Receives SFRY Deputy Finance Minister 
AB162011 Dakar PANA in French 
1131 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Libreville, 16 Oct (AGP-GAB/PANA}—Gabo- 
nese head of state Omar Bongo last night held talks with 
(Segri Cedomic), Yugoslav deputy finance minister. The 
discussions centered mainly on economic cooperation 
between Gabon and Yugoslavia, particularly the finan- 
cial revival of the Yugoslav firm “(Mautoput)-Gabon.”’ 
The Yugoslav firm, which was established in Gabon over 
10 years ago, specializes in public works and housing 
construction. It has already carried out big projects 
(public building, paving of roads) throughout the coun- 
try, but it is presently facing financial difficulties. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Ruling Party Announces Constitutional Reform 
AB181822 Paris AFP in French 1733 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] Sao Tome, 18 Oct (AFP)}—The Movement for the 
Liberation of Sao Tome and Principe (MLSTP, the only 
party) Central Committee today decreed a vast constitu- 
tional reform which will notably allow for the election of 
the president of the republic and deputies through uni- 
versal suffrage ‘‘as part of the political democratization 
process in the country,”’ a communique broadcast on the 
radio announced. 


At the end of 8 days of meetings, the MLSTP Central 
Committee decided to modify the 1975 Constitution 
(the year the archipelago attained independence) in 
order to establish universal suffrage and a secret ballot 
system for the election of the head of state and deputies 
to the National Assembly and other governing bodies, 
according to the comniunique. The communique adds 
that “.andidates proposed by recognized representative 
organizations” will be eligible, without stating what 
these organizations are. 


The party's role was redefined as being “the democratic 
synthesis of national unity, and the rallying force for the 
defenders of the republic’s constitution,” the Central 
Comittee declared. Furthermore, the post of prime min- 
ister, whic.. was abolished in 1979, will be restored and 
will be filled by the president. 


The president of the republic is currently elected by the 
National Assembly, whose deputies are themselves 
elected from among a list of candidates proposed by the 
MLSTP. The Central Committee is of the opinion that 
these democratization measures should facilitate the 
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implementation of the economic reform program con- 
cluded with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
July. This program constitutes “an international com- 
mitment” that must be respected. 


According to a source at the Central Committee inter- 
viewed by AFP, all these decisions mean important 
changes in Sao Tome. Observers of the archipelago are of 
the opinion that these modifications could threaten the 
position of some politicians. 


DPRK Vice Foreign Minister Arrives 15 Oct 
AB171416 Dakar PANA in French 
0921 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Sao Tome, 17 Oct (ANGOP/PANA)—Kim Yong- 
sop, DPRK vice foreign affairs minister, has been in Sao 
Tome and Principe since 15 October on a working visit. 
During his stay, the DPRK statesman, who is accompa- 
nied by two high-ranking officials of his department, will 
hold discussions with Guillermo Posser da Costa, Sao 
Tome and Principe’s foreign minister, and other govern- 
ment officials. According to the schedule of the DPRK 
delegation, on 16 October it wiil visit several socioeco- 
nomic projects financed with the help of the DPRK. 


Zaire 


Amnesty International Working Visit Reported 
AB181738 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
1848 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 17 Oct (AZAP)}—Nimy Mayidika 
Ngimbi, state commissioner for citizens’ rights and lib- 
erties, on 17 October reviewed during a working session 
with the delegates of Amnesty International the various 
contacts with Zairian authorities since 10 October in 
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order to draw conclusions and lessons, thus avoiding 
future misunderstandings. In fact, the two parties con- 
gratulated each other for their success in establishing 
working relations so that Zaire’s problems may be 
treated with clarity and without any misguided interpre- 
tation. Any information from Zaire must be checked 
with the Department of Citizens’ Rights and Liberties in 
charge of ensuring liaison between Zaire and Amnesty 
International. 


Mr Nimy expressed his satisfaction with the fact that the 
mission had enabled the delegates of Amnesty Interna- 
tional to see that Zairian institutions function normally 
and that the authorities, who are aware of the popula- 
tion’s major concerns, also protect the citizens’ rights. It 
is in this context that Marshal Mobutu Sesse Seko had 
the pleasure of creating the Department of Citizens’ 
Rights and Liberties, in addition to the institutions 
already in place. 


The Amnesty International delegates expressed their 
satisfaction at having achieved the goal of their mission. 
The also took this opportunity to thank the Zairian 
authorities for the facilities granted to them in the 
achievement of their mission, which enabled them to get 
information on the mechanism of human rights protec- 
tion and inform the Zairian public on the goal and 
mission of Amnesty International. 


Before that, the state commissioner for citizens’ rights 
and liberties had promised that Amnesty International 
will in the future visit other parts of the country where 
his department will be represented. The state commis- 
sioner for citize..:’ rights pointed out that cooperation 
has been established with the various services visite 4 by 
Amnesty International, enabling them to record cases of 
rights and liberties violations by the MPR. 
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Angola 


Central Committee Opens Party Growth Campaign 
MB171509 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[“Excerpt” of speech by Borneto ? Sousa, member of 
the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee and director 
of the Department of Organization of the Central Com- 
mittee; at the opening of the Third National Party 
Growth Campaign in Luanda; on | 7 October—recorded] 


[Text] In honor of the 10th anniversary of the MPLA- 
Labor Party we now begin the thia party growth cam- 
paign. This campaign will take piace from October 1987 
until March 1988 under the motto: “Let Us Enlarge the 
Party Ranks With Workers and Combatants Loyal to the 
People’s Revolution”. Based on the positive experiences 
of the rectification movement and the first and second 
campaigns, the third party growth campaign aims at 
enlisting in the party those citizens who wish to join the 
MPLA-Labor Party and have shown to be identified 
with the interests of the working class and the ideals of 
the revolution. 


In its recently adopted directive on the third party 
growth campaign, the Political! Bureau of the MPLA- 
Labor Party Central Committee states that the campaign 
should be centered on the priority sectors of the 
country’s economic and social life, particularly those 
likely to be affected by the economic and financial 
rehabilitation program and the national plan. According- 
ly, special attention will be given to the working centers 
of the productive sectors of national economy, the rural 
areas, particularly the agricultural and stock breeding 
enterprises and the (?agricuitural development enterpris- 
es), peasant cooperatives and associations, the armed 
forces, security and internal order organs, and the 
recruitment of workers, organized peasants, and combat- 
ants. Likewise, we will aim at achieving a higher partic- 
ipation of youths and women who play an active role in 
the working, defense, and social sectors. 


The Political Bureau directive also states that, quote, the 
fundamental criterion for the admission of new party 
members should be based on the latter's attitude toward 
work and defense of the fatherland, their participation in 
social activities, and prestige among workers and popu- 
lar masse, unquote. The directive further states that all 
those who wish to join the party out of opportunism and 
careerism, and whose conduct at work, and political and 
moral qualities do not conform with the party principles, 
should not be admitted to the party ranks. 


Workers and combatants are, therefore, called upon to 
actively participate in the assessment of candidates to 
MPLA-Labor Party membership, both at assemblies and 
party meetings likely to be held for this purpose, and 
within party cells and committees. 
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Declaration Details Acts of RSA ‘Aggression’ 
MB160710 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[““Declaration” from the Ministry of External Relations 
issued in Luanda on 1|5 October} 


[Text] Since 1975, the People’s Republic of Angola has 
been the victim of an undeclared war of aggression 
waged by the regular forces of the racist South African 
army, which also employs mercenary forces and bands of 
armed puppets. The objective is to politically and eco- 
nomically destabilize the Angolan state by carrying out 
every kind of sabotage and destroying economic targets 
and infrastructure vital to the socioeconomic develop- 
ment of our country. 


The disastrous effects of this war of aggression against 
the sovereign and independent territory of the People’s 
Republic of Angola are estimated at about $12 billion 
without guarantees of compensation in the short, medi- 
um, or long term. In addition, the South Africans have 
been occupying portions of southern Angola, from where 
they launch their criminal activities against the Angolan 


people. 


Throughout these years of continued aggression, the 
Angolan armed forces, FAPLA, as a result of their 
training, have been increasing their capacity and fighting 
readiness, thus successfully confronting attacks by the 
South African racists and their lackeys. 


As correctly pointed out by Comrade President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos in his speech to the Angolan com- 
munity in Portugal, today we are stronger and South 
Africa cannot destroy us. This can be confirmed by the 
racist South Africans themselves, who, over these years 
of aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola 
have experienced bitter defeats in the military field in 
the fight against the Angolan armed forces. 


As a regular activity, our FAPLA forces carry out clean- 
up Operations in the principal areas, where UNITA 
bandits are found, with a view to eliminating them once 
and for all. Accordingly, recently our FAPLA forces have 
mounted a clean-up operation in the areas around Cuito 
Cuanavale in Cuando Cubango Province in an effort to 
put an end to the criminal actions carried out by the 
bandits against the people and to guarantee a normal life, 
full of security and tranquility, for the residents of that 
area. In the course of these military actions, the Angolan 
armed forces inflicted heavy human and material losses 
on the puppet gangsters, having neutralized a large 
number of its forces. 


As is their habit, a section of the armed bandits which 
found itself powerless in the face of the impetuous 
FAPLA offensive fled in disarray toward the area south 
of Lomba River, where they could count on massive 
support from and direct intervention by the racist South 
African army. 
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Following a brief visit to South Africa, the ringleader of 
the armed bandits requested that the South Africans 
come to his rescue by involving themselves directly in 
fights against FAPLA. This was immediately agreed to 
by the South Africans. 


Thus, the Buffalo Battalion, also known as Bat-32, has 
begun to fight directly against our FAPLA forces in 
support of the armed bandits in the area. Also in the area 
were another four battalions of ‘he racist army supported 
by high-caliber reactive artillery and Casspir AML-60, 
AML-90 and Rapel armored cars, as well as a concen- 
tration of racist South African armed forces and war 
planeson the bases and airfields of Grootfontein and 
Rundu to the north of Namibia. 


The most important actions inc!uded the following: 


On 26 August, a group of Sovth African divers carrying 
magnetic mines mounted an action against the Cuito 
River bridge in the district of Cuito Cuanavale, Cuando 
Cubango Province, resulting in the destruction of the 
bridge and the death of some elements in the group. 


On 6 September 1987, South African forces from the 
Buffalo Battalion clashed with two FAPLA battalions, 
leaving !1 South Africans dead, 3 vehicles destroyed, 
and resulting in the capture of a 14.5 mm weapon. 


On 13 September, Buffalo Battalion forces, supported by 
AML-60 and AML-90 armored cars, attacked our 
FAi'LA forces, resulting in 21 South Africans deaths, 
including 9 whites, the destruction of 4 AML-90 and 3 
Casspir vehicles, and the capture of 2 12.7 mm machi- 
neguns, 2 M-79"s, 2 FN rifles, 88 L-79 grenades, 13 
RPG-7 shells, 12 hand grenades, 4200 rounds of ammu- 
nition, and | briefcase containing documents. 


On 14 September, Buffalo Battalion forces and a group 
of armed bandits, using AML-60°S and AML-90’S, 
attacked a detachment of our troops, resulting in the 
destruction of five AML-90°S and a communications 
vehicle. 


On 20 September, six Impala planes were shot down by 
our anti-aircraft guns as they made reconnaissance 
flights over FAPLA positions. 


On 22 September, three Mirage planes overflew FAPLA 
positions, one was shot Cown. 


On 23 September, a South African helicopter was shot 
down by the Angolan Air Forces when overflying areas to 
the east of Cuito Cuanavale. All its occupants were 
killed. 


Cn 26 September, three South African planes were shot 
down as they ove flew our troops’ positions. 
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On 3 October, three South African Puma helicopters 
were shot down in Lomba and Cunjamba. Also on the 
same day, along the banks of the Lomba River, violent 
clashes occurred between a FAPLA brigade, and four 
South African battalions, supported by 8 to 10 war 
fighter planes and Valkiri G-5 and G-6 reactive artillery, 
resulting in considerable human and material losses to 
our side. 


't will be pointed out that during the clashes in that 
region, FAPLA forces heroically resisted the attacks by 
the ‘outh African troops, who were greater in number 
and var materie.. Our troops equipment was destroyed 
and subsequently abandoned simply because it had been 
written off. 


On 6 October. two South African Air Force aircraft 
overflew the position of Mongoa. 


On 9 October, a light aircraft reconnaoitering our units 
was shot down 6 km southeast of Cuito Cuanavale. 


At 1155 and 1206 on the same day, a South African 
aircraft overflew the areas east and southeast of Cuito 
Cuanavaie. At 1718 on the same day, a South African 
aircraft over.lew the region north of Tombua and disap- 
peared in the direction of western Ruacana. Meanwhile, 
an unspecified number of South African troops moved 
on armoured vehicles in the Ondgiva and Cuanhama 
areas, 145 degrees and 19 km from Ondgiva. 


At 1552 on 9 October, a South African aircraft overflew 
an area east of (Lupembe) and flew on toward southern 
Cangamba. At 1152 on 9 October, a South African 
aircraft overflew the region east of Cangamba. Also on 9 
October, at 1722, a South African aircraft overflew areas 
east of (Lupembe) and (Tembo), south of Cassamba. 


At 1400 on 10 October, a South African aircraft overflew 
the region east of Cuito Cuanavale. 


At 1640 on 11 October, FAPLA’s 16th Brigade forces 
shot a South African aircraft down east of Cuito Cuana- 
vale. Also at 0915 on 11 October, two South African 
aircraft overfiew our position at Xangongo. At 0920 on 
11 October, a South African aircraft overflew the region 
east of Cuito Cuanavale. At 0945 on 11 October, two 
South African helicopters overflew the region east of 
Cuito Cuanavale and disappeared in a southerly direc- 
tion. At (71630) on 11 October, an unspecified number 
of South African Air Force aircraft bombed FAPLA’s 
16th Brigade. 


From 0400 to 0600 on 12 October, about 16 aircraft in 
groups ranging from 2 to 10 aircraft overflew the whole 
of Cunene region and subsequently bombed Nama- 
cunde. At 0430 on 12 October, two aircraft overflew the 
region of Malombo. At 0515 on 12 October, 10 aircraft 
overflew an area about 65 km northwest of Cahama. At 
0615 on 12 October, the anti-aircraft division of the 2d 
Brigade opened fire on two aircraft. 
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Meanwhile, in the face of these facts, racist South Africa 
was fu-ced to drop its mask when South Afncan Defense 
Minister Magnus Malan . speaking in his country’s 
Parhament, publically admitted the direct involvement 
of the South African army in military positions actions 
against the Angolan armed forces in the Lomba River 
area, east of Cuito-Cuanavale, in Cuando Cubango Prov- 
ince. The South African minister of defense stated that 
this action was intended to protect South African inter- 
ests in southern Africa and that it was also providing 
material and moral aid to the UNITA armed gang. 


It should be noted that this statement by the South 
African minister of defense contradicts previous state- 
ments by the ringleader of the puppet gang . who, hiding 
the truth, said he did not know whether the South 
Africans would intervene or not, because according to 
him, the South Africans never warn before they come. 
Contrary to what racist South Africa and the chieftain of 
the armed bandits say, FAPLA forces are led entirely by 
Angolans, regardless of whether they are facing South 
Africa’s invading forces or the armed bandits. Our forces 
are not helped in any way our allies. In trying to create 
the false impression that Soviet and Cuban forces par- 
ticipated in military actions east of Cuito Cuanavale, 
racist South Africa 1s trying to internationalize the 
conflict in southern Africa: jeopardize Angola’s good 
faith in searching for constructive constructive peace 
initiatives, thus justifying the aggression it wages against 
the People’s Republic of Angola 


In the last few days, the South Afncan invaders have 
increased their forces in the portion of the Angolan 
territory which they occupy and at their bases and 
airstrips in Namubia, near the border with Angola. They 
have also increased their violations of our airspace and 
intensified bombings of our troops and people in Cunene 
and Cuando Cubango provinces. This suggests a possible 
escalation of South African aggression in the next few 
days. 


In the face of this situation, the People’s Republic of 
Angola hereby calls for support and solidarity from the 
international community and derounces yet again South 
Africa’s constant (’aggression) against Angola's sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity. The People’s Republic of 
Angola hereby alerts the international community to the 
unpredictable consequences of this situation and 
declines any responsibility in the issue. It also believes 
the blame must be placed squarely on South Africa. 


The Ministry of External Relations hereby calls on the 
brave FAPLA forces to continue defending their father- 
land and revolution with heroism, determination, and 
courage and also calls on the Angolan people from 
Cabinda province to Cunene province to continue pro- 
viding their unwavering support to the glorious FAPLA 
forces 1a their merciless struggle against South Africa's 
invaders and their lackeys. 


The struggle cortinues. Victory 1s certain. 
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Nlozambique 


MNR Cuts RSA Rai! Link; Kills 51 in Ambush 
MB171218 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] There is intense fighting in Mozambique. MNR 
rebels have cut the rail link between South Africa -nd 
Maputo, blocking thousands of tons of South African 
exports for the second time in a month. The rebels have 
also ambushed a convoy of vehicies on the country’s 
main north-south highway, killing at least 51 people. The 
highway attack took place in the (Taninga) region 20 km 
north of the capital, Maputo. Survivors say about 30 
people have been injured 1n the attack. A bridge has been 
blown up 61 km from Maputo, cutting the railway line 
only 5 days after it was reopened for traffic. South 
African exporters are in a bad position with 60,000 tons 
of goods trapped on the line. 


Death Toll ‘May Rise’ 
MB171853 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] The South African-backed MNR bandits yester- 
day massacred at least 51 people in an ambush against a 
convoy of vehicles on the main north-south road in the 
region of Taninga, about 80 km north of Maputo. 
Survivors of the attack told the Mozambique news 
agency, AIM, that over 30 people were wounded. Some 
of them are in a serious condition and thus the death toll 
may rise. The survivors said the ambush took place at 
1230 local trme. The bandits opened fire with machine- 
guns and then set 18 vehicles on fire, including 3 buses 
full of passengoers. The Mozambican troops escorting 
the convoy fought back and the gun battle lasted for 
about 2 hours. Thirty-two people injured in the massacre 
are now in a small hospital in Manhica district, the 
nearest town to the south of the ambush 


The massacre took place less than 24 hours after a bandit 
raid in Chimodza in the neighboring province of Gaza. 
and also on the main road. 


Macamo Leads Memorial at Machel Crash Site 
MB199636 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 19 Oct 87 


[Text] Yesterday, thousands of South African citizens 
paid homage to President Samora Machei in Mbuzini, 
near the place where, on 19 October last year, he and 
another 34 members of his delegation died in a plare 
crash. The ceremony was organized by the UDF and 
lasted about 4 hours. It began with a religious service led 
by black South African priests and turned into an anti- 
apartheid rally. 


A Mozambican delegation headed by Augusto Macamo. 
member of the Frelimo Central Committee and secretary 
general of OTM [Mozambique Workers Organization], 
was attended the Mbuzini ceremor:y. The delegation 
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included members of President Samora Machel’s family. 
The family placed wreaths at the place where Samora 
Machel died and planted a tree on the spot where the 
plane crashed. 


Meanwhile, the South African authorities did not allow 
the UDF co-chairman, Albertina Sisulu, to attend cere- 
mony. She was supposed to have: presided over the 
ceremonies. Pretoria also refused entry to Moz?mbican 
journalists. 


Prevented from going to Mbuzini, Sisulu’s speech was at 
the ceremony. It said: A year ago Comrade President 
Samora Machel died mysteriously here at Mbuzini. His 
death emphasized the destabilizing role in the region of 
the South African regime. 


Namibia 


Finance Minister Mudge Rejects Ethnic Vote 
MB161651 Johannesburg Television Service in English 
1600 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Finance minister in the South-West Africa/Nami- 
bia transitional government, Mr Dirk Mudge, has 
strongly rejected the concept of elections in the territory 
based on ethnic representation. He was addressing the 
Cape Town Press Club this afternoon. 


[Begin Mudge video recording] This idea of the admin- 
istrator general in South-West Africa, and many others— 
the National Party—that the central government should 
be composed of representatives elected by their own 
groups, their philosophy of being represented directly in 
government, a group being represented directly in gov- 
ernment, cannot work. It is impossible. that is why we 
have proposed a constitution which does not mention 
ethnic groups at all. We believe in a multiparty democ- 
racy. We want the people—all groups, :very conceivable 
minority—to be represented in the government by 
means of a political party. [end video recording] 


SWAPO Envoy to USSR Presents Credentials 
MB160962 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] (Firmo Malina), SWAPO’s first representative to 
the USSR, has handed his credentials to Mikhail 
Kapitsa, chairman of the Soviet Committee for Solidar- 
ity with Asian and African countries, in Moscow. 


On the occasion, (Firmo Malina) stated that with the 
opening of a SWAPO representation in Moscow, reia- 
tions between his organization and the Soviet people 
have begun a new phase of qualitative development. 
(Malina), a member of SWAPO’s Political Bureau, also 
praised the Soviet Union's support fur southern Africa's 
liberation movements. 
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In turn, Mikhail Kapitsa reiterated the USSR’s solidarity 
with the Namibian patriots’ just struggle against the 
racist South African regime. 


Republic of South Africa 
Pik Botha Slams Commonwealth ‘Hypocrisy’ 


Dismisses “Conference of Disgust’ 
MB170459 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2150 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 16 SAPA— The Common- 
wealth summit in Vancouver was a “conference of 
disgust” because 33 of the 49 member countries attend- 
ing it were guilty of violating human rights to a larger 
extent than South Africa, the minister of foreign affairs, 
Mr Pik Botha, said tomght. 


Addressing a function hosted by Johannesburg's Greek 
community, he said the attitude of the countries attend- 
ing the summit filled him with revulsion because the 
majority of states represented did not understand “ a 
funda’nental reading of democracy”. Not only were they 
deniv:d press freedom but the press was owned and 
controlled by the government in most countries. 


He said a branch of Amnesty International had -hown 
that 33 of the 49 countries attending the conference were 
guilt of human rights violations to a greater extent than 
South Africa. He said these countries suffered from 
“poverty, malnutrition az:d oppression and do not know 
the meaning of elections”... where millions of people are 
dying of hunger and there is no prospect of a future or of 
any human dignity. “Nothing could be more undignified 
than dying in poverty, ignorance and famine.” 


He said the meeting in Vancouver was attended by a 
group of states who had no idea why they were there, 
except for their venomous and vindictive attitude 
towards South Africa which bound them together. 


He said that even the host country, Canada, had a poor 
record of human rights. Official Canadian reports 
showed that Canadian Indians were discriminated 
against in respect of social welfare, home ownership and 
community services. He said figures showed that 90 per 
cent of homes in Indian reserves were occupied by two or 
more families, running water and sewage facilities were 
available in 50 per cent less of Indian homes than the 
national average. The prison population of Canadian 
Indians was 40 per cent higher than for the rest of 
Canadians and violent deaths among Indians was three 
times the national average. 


He said the record of Australia in the treatment of its 
Aborigine people was even worse. When whites first 
arrived in Australia there were 300,000 Aborigines and 
now there were only | 70,000. “They shot them for sport. 
And their prime minister dares to speak of South Africa 
the way he does.” 
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Mr Botha said many of the states represented at the 
Commonwealth summit had squandered funds given to 
them by industrialised nations and had “stolen from 
their people”. Those countries should check on the state 
of democracy in their own countries be’ore pointing 
fingers at South Africa. 


The SA Government was not angry or defiant towards 
the Commonwealth but was disappointed in the attitude 
of countries whose people were suffering and oppressed 
but still took an antagonistic stance towards South 
Africa. 


The truth and reality v as that South Africa was wrestling 
with the problem of trying to reconcile First and Third 
World elements in the country without forsaking the 
norms and standards that had been developed over 
centuries. 


The SA Government had moved away from discrimina- 
tion, but was not willing to change to the extent that 
would be bring about a take over of power by a “Marxist 
clique.” 


Terms Summit Communique ‘Irrelevant’ 
Mi B181840 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, has 
reacted to the final communique issued at ‘he end of the 
Commonwealth summit in Vancouver. He said in a 
statement issued in Pretoria, the decisions of the summit 
are irrelevant, and deserved no further attention. The 
minister said the circumstances in which the conference 
took place and under which decisions were made about 
South Africa are, with few exceptions, more revealing 
about the appalling conditions in the countries of the 
majority of governments present than any credible 
reilection on South Africa. 


The minister said it is clear this was a preplanned 
crusade against South Africa which differs only in venue 
and in more elaborate detail. He said for arrogance, 
hypocrisy, and lack of integrity the communique hardly 
differs from the routine Harare-Lusaka-Canberra pat- 
tern. Mr Botha said it is, nevertheless, interesting that 
the conference has provided a golden opportunity to give 
prominence to a report by Amnesty International which 
strongly conderr ued 33 of the 49 member-states for their 
disregard and violation of fundamental rights. 


Mr Botha said it is ironic that, according to their 
decision, a structure has been created to monitor sanc- 
tions against South Africa. As Mr Mugabe and Dr 
Kauida will be able to testify, South Africa's transport 
system continues to contribute to improving the lives of 
the average Zimbabwean and Zambian. South African 
fuel and food continues to make the difference between 
hope and misery when the need 1s greatest. 
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Mr Botha «aid South Afinca’s economy also continued to 
provide a living for large numbers of workers from these 
countries. 


Commentator Views Summit 
MB180602 Johar.nesbure Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 19 Oct 87 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] In Vancouver last week Mrs Margaret Thatcher 
showed just why she 1s known the world over as the Iron 
Lady. Faced by a barrage of oppo:ition from fellow 
Commonwealth leaders. the British prime minister stuck 
to her guns. The contrast between Mrs Thatcher's prin- 
cipled stand in opposing harsh econumic sanctions 
against South Africa, and the hypocricy of some of those 
calling for sanctions was remarkable. 


There was Mr Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe whinning 
about South African destabilization, a hackneyed accu- 
sation that is designed to cover up a host of sins in 
countnes such as Zimbabwe. There was as well the 
petulance of the Zambian president, Kenneth Kaunda, 
telling Britain to keep her development aid if she did not 
change her stand on sanctions and suggesting that it 
might be best if Britain |_ft the British Commonwealth. 
If their track records are anything to go by, neither Mr 
Mugabe nor Dr Kaunda have the slightest intention of 
implementing the sanctions they pushed for in Van- 
couver last week. 


This hypocricy aside, the confrontation on the sanctions 
issue also highlighted the realism of Mrs ihatcher's 
policies. For example, she pointed to the fact that South 
Africa has by far the best run economy in Africa, and 
that South Africa often helps to keep the economies of 
other African countries going. 


As if to underscore the point, Mr Mugabe's invective 
against South Africa in Vancouver came at a time when 
Zimbabwe had turned to South Africa for assistance in 
averting a threatening railway crisis; and President 
Kaunda. bravado could not conceal the fact that 70 
percent of Zambia's imports and 40 percent of her 
exports move through South Africa. Indeed, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe can only implement the type of sanctions they 
demanded last week if they are able to divert their 
import-export trade away from Scuth Afnca. But the 
factual positicn is that in the 7 years since southern 
African states launched a program to iessen their depen- 
dence on South Africa transport routes, the diversion of 
traffic to Beira harbor has only reduced dependence on 
route through South Africa from 75 percent to 62 per- 
cent. Beira is currently handling a mere 18 percent of the 
goods traffic of Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi. At 
Maputo port last year, 39 percent of the through put was 
provided by South Africa, with Mozambique herself 
providing 28 percent, Zambia 19 percent, and Zimba- 
bwe nothing. 
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While Mr Mugabe and Dr Kaunda were revelling in the 
propaganda forum provided for them by the taxpayers of 
Canada, at a cost of 38 million rand, the secretary 
general of the United Nations was issuing a grim warning 
in New York. African nations are on the verge of 
economic disaster. The situation in Africa is critical. 
Neither Zimbabwe, nor Zambia is an exception. It is a 
question of how to avert this threatening disaster to their 
countries and to their peoples, rather than sanctioneer- 
ing, that the rulers of Zimbabwe and Zambia should be 
addressing. 


Botha Decries U.S. Congress Stance 
MB181512 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1510 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 18 SAPA—It was “incongruous” 
thai the United States Congress should support sanctions 
against South Africa and “yet allow America to kill 
projects in neighboring states,” the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said in a statement today. 


“This is the worst possible form of economic disaster,” 
he added. 


Mr Botha was commenting on a report in Business Times 
today which said African Explosives and Chemical 
Industries [AECI] would proceed with its R600 million 
soda ash project in Botswana in spite of attempts by an 
American soda ash cartel to smother the project. 


The American Natural Soda Ash Corporation (ANSAC) 
has threatened to do everything possible to prevent the 
development of new soda ash projects anywhere in the 
world 


Last week the minister, accompanied by other senior 
officials, visited Botswana to discuss the joint develop- 
ment of soda ash by the two neighboring states. 


At present, half the 280,000 tons of soda ash used in 
South Africa each year is imported from ANSAC mem- 
bers, but when AECI’s plant goes ahead the bulk of this 
will be imported from Botswana. 


ANSAC President Mr John Andrews and its marketing 
president, Mr Patrick Dhoey, has written to AECI 
actively urging it to discourage the project. 


AECI’s Managing Director Mr Mike Sander said: ‘There 
is a world glut of soda ash running into millions of tons. 
They can’t abide the thought of another world-size plant 
coming on stream, so they have threatened to drop the 
price in the hope that we will be fear-ridden and ner- 
vous.” 


Mr Botha said he was outraged by ANSAC’s threat, and 
expressed the hope that ANSAC would reconsider its 
attitude. 
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He said !* was “ironical that South Africa was being 
accused of destabilisation in southern Africa, while it 
was prepared to contribute substantially to Boiswana’s 
development with this project”. 


He expressed the hope that the U.S. Government would 
intervene “as cartels are forbidden in the U.S. but are 
permitted among exporters”. 


Updates Status of Soviet Diplomat 
MB181458 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1445 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 8 SAPA—The minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said today the Russian Ambassa- 
dor to Lesotho, Mr Vladimir Gavrioushkin, was recov- 
ering and was in a “satisfactory condition and stable” 
after a heart operation in Bloemfontein’s Universitas 
Hospital on Friday night. 


Reacting to press inquiries about the treatment and 
condition of the ambassador, the minister said it was not 
customary for him to make statements about the condi- 
tion or treatment of foreign patients admitted to South 
African hospitals. 


However, in this case “all kinds of rumours” were doing 
the rounds, and he regarded it as being in the interests of 
South Africa to make the facts known. 


He said that at about 8:15 pm on October 14 a Bloem- 
fontein surgeon received a request from a Russian doctor 
in Maseru asking hin to examine the Russian ambassa- 
dor, who was suffering from chronic chest pains. 


That same night the ambassador was admitted to Bloem- 
fontein’s Universitas Hospital. Tests were immediately 
carried out and these excluded a coronoray thrombosis, 
but confirmed heart cramps. 


A further test, including heart catheterisation, confirmed 
a narrowing of the coronary artery. 


With the patient’s consent, it was decided to carry out 
urgent heart by-pass surgery. 


The ambassador then underwent successful multiple 
by-pass surgery conducted by a team of cardio-thoracic 
surgeons headed by Prof J.M. Meyer and Prof N.J. 
Hough. 


Mr Botha said Mr Gavrioushkin was currently under 
surveillance in the cardio-thoracic intensive care unit, 
where he was receiving specialist attention from the 
medical team. 


His post-operative progress was “complication free” and 
his condition was presently “satisfactory and stable.” 
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Mr Botha said arrangements had been made for the first 
secretary to the Russian Embassy in Lesotho to be close 
to the ambassador “at all times.” 


“The Russian government has also been kept abreast of 
the medical treatment received by the ambassador as 
well as the operation carried out.” 


He said the South African Government was proud of the 
medical expertise of South African doctors who had 
performed the operation. 


“The government’s appreciation and gratitude has been 
conveyed to the MEC [Member of the Executive Com- 
mittee] and all members of the hospital staff who are 
doing everything in their power to ensure that the patient 
receives the best possible medical treatment. 


“Whatever the political differences between countries 
may be, as far as the ethics of the medical profession are 
concerned, South African doctors are true to the highest 
standards of their profession,” Mr Botha said. 


Spokesman Reacts to Lusaka Bombing Allegation 
MB181849 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] An elderly woman was seriously injured when a 
bomb exploded in her home in Lusaka, Zambia. Accord- 
ing to the Reuter news agency, the Zambian Government 
has blamed South Africa for the incident. Police in 
Lusaka said explosives experts later defused a second 
bomb in the house. The incident is being investigated, 
the police said, adding that the bomb may have been 
intended for members of the ANC. The victim’s identity 
has not been revealed. 


A spokesman tor the South African foreign affairs 
department has said the department is not aware of the 
explosion, but that for incidents of this nature it is very 
easy to blame South Africa. 


Rail Traffic to Mozambique Suspended 
MB190836 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0813 GMT 19 Oct 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 19 SAPA—AIll rail traffic 
between South Africa and Mozambique has been sus- 
pended following the sabotage of a rail bridge by rebels, 
a spokesman for the South African Transport Service 
(SATS) said. 


Thousands of tons of South African exports have been 
blocked for the second time in a month, according to the 
Mozambique news agency AIM. 


Rebels sabotaged a bridge 61km from Maputo on Octo- 
ber 8, only five days after the line was reopened follow- 
ing repairs to another bridge 83km from Maputo which 
was blown up in mid-september. 
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The backlog of goods destined for Maputo amounts to 
20,000 tons—almost double the capacity which is nor- 
mally carried on the line—according to a SATS spokes- 
man. 


He said none of the affected goods is perishable and the 
traffic had been diverted to Maputo through Swaziland. 


Most of the goods were destined for export through 
Maputo harbour, but were not necessarily ail from South 
Africa. 


The spokesman said some of the goods could be from 
countries such as Zimbabwe, Zambia and Zaire and 
some might be “local traffic” heading for Maputo itself. 


Meanwhile, export traffic through Durban harbour, 
affected by recent floods, is continuing following the 
normalisation of goods traffic by rail, according to the 
spokesman. 


The damaged Johannesburg/Durban rail line became 
fully operational last week. To alleviate a build-up of 
goods before the reopening of the line, goods traffic to 
Durban had been redirected via the Richards Bay line, 
said the spokesman. 


Slabbert Plans Follow-up to Dakar Talks 
MB160741 Umtata Capital Radio in English 0600 
GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Plans are being made for a follow-up to the July 
Dakar talks. IDASA [Institute for a Democratic Alterna- 
tive for South Africa] ieader Frederick van Zyl Slabbert 
says plans are still at a preliminary stage but the next 
meeting between the ANC and white liberals could take 
place in May or June next year. Dr Slabbert is in Senegal 
as a guest of the government and the African Jurists’ 
Association where he said IDASA is discussing with 
other groups the possibility of a constitutional confer- 
ence on Africa. The theme of the conference might be 
democracy and development in Africa and it could be a 
forum to which the groups attending the Dakar meeting 
would be invited. 


Whites See ANC Propaganda Victory 
MB161116 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1042 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 16 SAPA—The Dakar talks had been 
a propaganda victory for the ANC according to more 
than half of whites interviewed in a Human Sciences 
Research Council [HSRC] survey. 


The HSRC survey was carried out telephonically 
between July 27 and August 3 this year among 1142 
whites and 547 blacks. It found that 58.4 per cent of 
white Afrikaans speaking people believed the ANC had 
scored a propaganda victory while 37.5 per cent of 
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English speaking whites felt the same. More than half of 
whites interviewed (52.4 per cent) believed the Dakar 
meeting had not enhanced the ANC’S prestige in the eyes 
of the world. 


Amongst blacks, 27.9 per cent believed the SA Govern- 
ment had gained the greatest advantage from the Dakar 
meeting while 25.8 per cent believed the ANC had 
gained most from the talks. 


The statistics obtained from the survey showed that 
blacks were less inclined to ascribe negative characteris- 
tics to the ANC than whites. The survey that 55.8 per 
cent of blacks believed the ANC was strongly committed 
io democracy while only 5.1 per cent of whites believed 
this. 


More than 90 per cent of whites believed the ANC was 
strongly committed to violence whereas only 39.1 per 
cent of blacks held this view. 


PAC Warns of NDM, IDASA Hijacking 
MB181837 Dakar PANA in English 
1732 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] Harare, 18 Oct. (PANA)}—The Pan Africanist 
Congress (PAC) has warned of an imminent danger of 
the African revolution being hijacked by liberals who it 
says “are on the offensive against the philosophy of 
liberating racist and apartheid South Africa through the 
barrel of the gun”. 


Commenting on the launching last week of a newly 
formed liberal organisation, the National Democratic 
Movement (NDM), PAC representative to Harare 
Waters Toboti said that the liberal element inside South 
Africa was doing its best to convince the oppressed that 
dialogue, detente and negotiation were only fair solu- 
tions for long-standing political problem. 


Calling for vigilance among liberation movements, 
Toboti warned that “if we are not careful, the African 
revolution inside South Africa may be hijacked and sold 
down the drain”. 


In an interview with PANA on Friday, the PAC official 
also castigated the liberals’ conviction that in the war 
that is going on the country there would be no victor and 
the revolution would be a draw. 


‘These liberals, white and black, are given a lot of money 
by the enemies of Africa so as to shout this new concept 
of the pitch of their voices”, he said, adding “ I have 
never heard of any draw in a revolution and South Africa 
will not be an exception.” 


The formation of NDM was preceded by the Institute for 
a Democratic Alternative in South Africa (IDASA) led 
by the former leader of PFP (Progressive Federal Party) 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, who led an Afrikaner 71-strong 
delegation to Dakar for a meeting with the Pan African 
National congress to discuss the future of South Africa. 


Both IDASA and NDM aim to form a bridge for nego- 
tiation between the oppressed indigenous majority and 
the oppressor white settler minority. 


Toboti, however, described the move by liberals in South 
Africa to form organisations calling for a replacement of 
apartheid with a new democratic South Africa as “a 
waste of time and a strategy only meant to confuse the 
struggling majority. 


“How can IDASA and NDM help bring a democratic 
non-racial society in South Africa if they do not even 
accept the principle of one-person, one-vote’’, he asked. 


He accused external forces in America and Europe of 
financing these liberal organisations in a bid to 
strengthen them and use the money to bribe the 
oppressed African majority. 


“Our fighting forces need guns and material support, not 
contact with a certain section from the camp of our 
christian oppressors”’, he said adding, “If all this money 
used by anti-apartheid movements in Africa to organise 
seminars was given to liberation movements, we would 
at least be able to infiltrate about 50 trained cadres at a 
time, into racist South Africa”. 


Appealing for more assistance to the liberation move- 
ments, Toboti said it was important to have contact with 
the people but that contact should not be at the expense 
of the revolution and should not discourage the strug- 
gling people from taking up arms against the oppressor 
in South Africa. 


He called upon the anti-apartheid movements in Africa 
to have closer ties and coordinate their activities with the 
OAU liberation committee. 


Survey Finds Most Blacks Support Sanctions 
MB161017 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0927 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 16 SAPA—Most South African 
blacks support economic sanctions, though a majority 
were reluctant to back sanctions if it meant increased 
unemployment, a nationwide survey released yesterday 
has revealed. 


The survey, conducted by the independent Community 
Agency for Social Enquiry and designed and supervised 
by sociologist Mark Orkin, included respondents from 
metropolitan, small town and rural areas. The so-called 
“independent states” were also included. 
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Of 800 respondents interviewed, 67 per cent supported 
sanctions, while 26 per cent opposed sanctions fearing 
that economic growth would be slowed. Six per cent were 
non-committal. 


Twenty-one per cent backed sanctions as a means of 
forcing the government to hand over power, while 46 per 
cent believed sanctions must be applied until the gov- 
ernment stops the state of emergency, frees political 
prisoners, unbans political movements and abandons 
apartheid. 


The questionnarie also named the leaders and groups 
that support each view. 


In the pro-sanction group were the National Party and 
P.W. Botha, the Progressive Federal Party and big busi- 
ness, and homeland leaders like Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, while the African National Congress and Pan 
African Congress were in the group supporting uncondi- 
tional sanctions. 


The United Democratic Front, the Congress of SA Trade 
Unions and Archbishop Desmond Tutu were in the 
group that sees sanctions as a way for pressuring the 
government until “it provides the conditions for democ- 
racy.” 


Asked if they still supported sanctions if it meant job 
loss, 60 per cent of the respondents said they were afraid 
to risk unemployment, while 26 per cent were prepared 
to see some, but not many blacks lose their jobs as a 
result of sanctions. Fourteen per cent stood by their 
“hard-line” sanction position whatever the unemploy- 
ment costs. 


Case found that opinion on this issue had not changed 
since a similar survey on disinvestment conducted two 
years ago. 


Demand for sanctions was strongest in the big cities, 
where only 14 per cent opposed economic embargo. 
Here 52 per cent favoured conditional sanctions, while 
29 per cent demanded unconditional sanctions. 


Outside the metropolitan areas opposition to sanctions 
remained a minority, but rose to 30 per cent in the rural 
areas and 36 per cent in small towns. 


Sanctions supporters tended to be newspaper readers, 
members of political organisations, but not a socio- 
economic “elite” the survey found. No difference was 
found in the vote for sanctions between the employed or 
unemployed or between the “better-off’ and the “‘less 
better-off.” It was also found that non-Zulus tended to 
support sanctions. 


The survey also gauged support for political groups and 
leaders. 
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Nationwide, 24 per cent supported Nelson Mandela or 
the ANC, 11 per cent supported Chief Buthelezi or 
Inkatha, 10 per cent supported the P.W. Botha or other 
governmeni figures, 7 per cent supported UDF or other 
pro-sanctions groupings, while 6 per cent supported 
Archbishop Tutu. 


Thirty-eight per cent declined to answer this question 
“reflecting reticence among less-informed rural” respon- 
dents. 


The ANC received its strongest support in the cities, 
where 35 per cent gave the organisation the vote. Thir- 
teen per cent voted for the UDF, 9 per cent for Arch- 
bishop Tutu, 8 per cent for Chief Buthelezi and Inkatha, 
5 per cent for P.w. Botha and government figures, 24 per 
cent gave no answer and 6 per cent supported sundry 
other leaders. 


Associated with leadership, in the Buthelezi camp— 
which accounted for 8 per cent of the metropolitan vote 
and 1! per cent of the national vote—51 per cent 
opposed sanctions. 


Only 8 per cent of the radical group—the ANC, UDF, 
Archbishop Tutu supporters—opposed sanctions. This 
group constituted 57 per cent of the metropolitan vote 
and 37 per cent of the nationwide vote. 


Those prepared to pay the employment cost of sanctions 
correlated with political affiliation. Among the ANC, 
Archbishop Tutu and radical groups, the cautious pro- 
portion was smaller (47 per cent) than the average, while 
among the Buthelezi and government supporters it was 
larger (70 per cent). 


Support expressed for sanctions as a peaceful strategy for 
change, together with opinion on unemployment, 
showed “‘a thoughtful interplay among respondents pri- 
orities, between their shared socio-political commit- 
ments and their individual economic anxieties,” CASE 
said of the survey. 


The results illuminated the policy decisions on sanctions 
of some of the major trade union federations, black 
church groups and popular political tendencies, CASE 
said. 


“To pressurise it towards dramatic change, they are 
calling for sanctions to be comprehensive rather than 
partial, and mandatory rather than voluntary, in the 
hope that in this way sanctions will achieve the greatest 
possible political impact, while causing unavoidable 
economic hardship for the shortest possible time,” CASE 
added. 
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Information Bureeu Rejects Survey 
MB161836 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1829 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Oct 16, SAPA—The Bureau for Infor- 
mation this evening reacted to a survey saying most 
black people in the country supported economic sanc- 
tions. 


“The sample, which included only 800 black South 
Africans, has been criticised by Professor Lawrence 
Schlemmer, director of the Centre of Policy Studies at 
the University of the Witwatersrand,” a bureau state- 
ment said. 


“He pointed out, inter alia, that each of the questions 
involved in the survey was linked to the views of 
prominent politicians. 


“The survey could therefore hardly be regarded as objec- 
tive. 


“In terms of a survey carried out in August this year by 
a private research company in respect of the attitudes of 
black South African coal miners, it was established that 
only 21 per cent supported sanctions. 


“A survey conducted by the HSRC (Human Sciences 
Research Council) in September last yea found that 50.6 
per cent of black South Africans were opposed to disin- 
vestment. 


“A major survey, conducted by a private company on 
behalf of the Bureau for Information in April/May this 
year, which involved 4,500 black South Africans coun- 
trywide, indicated that 75.3 per cent of black South 
Africans rejected international boycotts and 78.7 per 
cent rejected disinvestment. 


“Major scientific surveys have consistently indicated 
that the majority of black South Africans quite under- 
standably wish to have nothing to do with economic 
actions against their country,” the bureau statement 
said. 


The survey said most South African blacks supported 
economic sanctions, though a majority were reluctant to 
back sanctrons if it meant increased unemployment. 


The survey was conducted by the independent Commu- 
nity Agency for Social Enquiry and designed and super- 
vised by sociologist Mark Orkin. 


Tutu Promises Continued Contact With ANC 
MB161023 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1017 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Cape Town Oct 16 SAPA—Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu has said he will continue to travel to talk the 
African National Congress despite a government warn- 
ing that it would withdraw the passports of those who 
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spoke to the organisation. In a statement from Cape 
Town today he said: “*As church leaders concerned for 
reconciliation, it would be quite intolerable for a secular 
authority to prescribe for us how we carry out our 
Christian mandate to be peacemakers.” 


He was reacting to a report that the minister of home 
affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, told the National Party con- 
gress in Natal yesterday that the government would 
confiscate the passport of anyone it knew was travelling 
to talk to the ANC. 


The archbishop said: “It is obvious that you need to 
speak to both sides involved in strife if you are to 
succeed in efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement. | 
will continue to meet the ANC, as I am required to by the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and by my church. | will 
have to accept the consequences of reprisals from a 
government which is straying further and further from 
the rule of law and the Christian faith it professes to 
uphold.” 


Archbishop Tutu also responded sha:ply to Mr Botha’s 
reported comment that “people must understand that it 
is just not done to talk with your enemy.” The arch- 
bishop said that if Mr Botha had been reported correctly, 
“he must be repudiated in the most explicit terms. For 
most inhabitants of this country it is just not true to say 
the ANC is the enemy. They consider the apartheid 
system and its perpetrators to be the enemy of the 
people.” 


ANC Sees UK Firms as ‘Legitimate Targets’ 
MB171730 Mbabane Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] The South African Congress [as heard] has warned 
British companies operating in South Africa they may be 
singled out for attack, and urged the Commonwealth to 
adopt tougher sanctions against Pretoria. ANC external 
affairs secretary, Mr John Makatini, who is attending the 
Commonwealth summit in Vancouver, told reporters 
that British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s oppo- 
sition to new sanctions against South Africa made Brit- 
ish Interests the legitimate targets. 


S. Botha Attacks ‘Poison Pen’ Press 
MB151631 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1624 GMT 15 Oct 87 


[Text] Amanzimtoti, October 15, SAPA—*Poison Pen” 
journalists were just as dangerous in the revolutionary 
onslaught as the armed terrorist, the minister of internal 
affairs and communications, Mr Stoffel Botha, said 
today. 


Mr Botha, Natal NP leader, assured the Natal National 
Party congress that the government would, despite the 
attacks on it, take the necessary steps to ensure that 
revolution-inciting propaganda was stopped in SA. 
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He was responding to a resolution calling for strong steps 
to curb subversive and inciting reporting. 


He also gave an assurance to the media that the govern- 
ment would, in its control of subversive and unrest- 
provoking material, guard against “undue curbs of the 
press that will...slow down the process of democratisa- 
tion.” 


He said the government would not deviate from its 
standpoint that the press should develop machinery to 
conduct its own discipline in terms of its own code of 
conduct. 


‘What is more, it should endeavour to train and to keep 
its staff abreast of new developments and realities in the 
exacting and complicated world we are living in. 


“We know that the editor has to increasingly be well 
versed in a variety of specialised fields. There is, how- 
ever, a real danger that due to complacency and arro- 
gance, the press will not generate or develop the kind of 
person needed to furnish mature rather than adolescent 
comment on national affairs.” 


He rejected the concept that the press was indivisible. 


There was a distinct difference between the commercial 
press and propaganda newsletters which appeared as 
subversive “front” material and were often financed by 
liberals far from SA. 


“There is also a clear distinction between the organised 
press, which at least has a code of ethics and decency, 
and the subversive and immature press that cannot tell 
the difference between criticism and abuse but are bent 
on fanning unrest and taking cheap swipes at all forms of 
authority. 


“There is no doubt that strict control of the section of the 
media that publishes subversive matter is needed,” Mr 
Botha said. 


The government would not allow this propaganda to 
continue as it would not help to have security forces 
when this propaganda was disseminated among the 
impressionable youth of the country. 


“A journalist with a poison pen contributes as much to 
the revolution as the man with a hand grenade,” he said. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 15 Oct 
MB160905 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0849 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 16 SAPA—Herewith the SAP’s 
unrest report: 


At Tembisa (Kempton Park) a black youth was arrested 
after a petrol-bomb was hurled at a security force vehi- 
cle. 
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At Ackerville (Witbank) four black men were arrested by 
the owner of a private house after they had allegedly 
hurled a petrol-bomb at his dwelling. In another incident 
in the area, police arrested two black men after they had 
also allegedly hurled a petrol-bomb at a private dwelling. 


At Guguletu (Cape Town) a private vehicle was badly 
damaged when it was set alight. 


At Magabeni (Umkomaas) a group of blacks gathered 
illegally. When police arrived, shots were fired at them. 
Police used birdshot to disperse the mob and 19 black 
men were arrested. No injuries were reported. 


At Sankotshe (Hammarsdale, PMB [Pietermaritzburg]) 
two private dwellings were damaged when they were set 
alight by arsonists. 


At Mpumulange (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
fired a number of shots at a private dwelling. The owner 
returned the fire, fatally wounding one of the attackers 
(an 18-year-old man). A second man was arrested. In 
another incident in the area, a private house was exten- 
sively damaged in a petrol-bomb attack. Police arrested 
a black man in connection with the incident. In a third 
incident in the area, three black men were arrested after 
a private dwelling was stoned. 


16 Oct Unrest Report 
MB170647 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0644 GMT 
17 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 17 SAPA—Following is the unrest 
report as supplied by the SAP Directorate of Public 
Relations in Pretoria: 


“At Mpumosa near Pietermaritzburg a black man sus- 
tained serious injuries when a petrol bomb was hurled at 
his home. 


“At Mpumalanga near Pietermaritzburg a black man 
was slightly wounded by a black youth. The youth was 
arrested by the police.” 


17 Oct Unrest Report 
MB180920 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0725 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 18 SAPA—The following incidents 
of ur..cst were reported overnight by the SAP Public 
Relations Division. 


“At Forty-second Hill near Pietermaritzburg, a black 
youth was stabbed and them set alight after petrol was 
poured over him. Bystanders extinguished the fire and 
took him to hospital. 


“At Esigodini near Pietermaritzburg, five black men 
were arrested by police when their official vehicle was 
stoned. Two of the five sustained slight injuries when 
police used birdshot to disperse them. 
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“At Tomu, near Willow Fountains in Natal, two black 
females were seriously injured when their house was set 
alight and they were assaulted. 


“At 4.45am today an explosion took place on the Ubu- 
zini road in Kangwane. A casspir of the SA Police was 
damaged. No injuries were sustained. Police cordoned 
this area off and investigations for further explosive 
devices are continuing.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB161019 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN: PFP ‘Torchbearer’ of Left — Johannesburg 
The Citizen in English on 15 October says in its page 6 
editorial that “some people talk bravely of a PFP that 
would still have a message for South Africa even reduced 
to a sole MP,” but “we don’t believe this need necessar- 
ily be the fate of the PFP if it gets its act together.” The 
Citizen believes “it is left to the PFP to remain the 
torchbearer of the Left. If it loses more of its radical 
members, so be it. Provided it then has a policy that is 
aimed at extending its base in White politics, it can 
survive. But it must avoid the slick American-style of 
politicking and concentrate on consolidating its forces 
behind a strong leader with a clear, solid policy.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Tax Proposals — Johannesburg 
Business Day in English on 16 October in its page 8 
editorial comments on the Margo commission’s tax 
proposals, saying “government will be bombarded by 
rival proposals until, in the end, it will be cornpelled to 
make its own choice. The danger, as we have previously 
observed, is that government will pick the eyes out of the 
various proposals, choosing ‘reforms’ which suit its own 
favourite constituencies, or which reward its political 
supporters.’ Business Day has “‘little confidence that the 
tax reforms will be guided by a sense of equity. The 
purpose will be to take money from some and give it to 
others.” 


Anti-Apartheid Act Indirectly Aiding USSR — “The 
CAAA [Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act], which is 
intended to twist SA’s arm on reform, bans imports of 
SA uranium but not of uranium which is produced here 
but enriched elsewhere,” observes a second editorial on 
the same page. ““A West German company with stocks of 
SA uranium apparently had no difficulty in persuading 
Moscow it was on to a good thing in ‘laundering’ the 
material, as it were, before passing it on to the U.S. The 
upshot of the operation is that the U.S. has deprived its 
own ailing plants of lucrative contracts in enriching the 
uranium and handed a windfall to the Russians. Perhaps 
the Americans will draw some comfort from the thought 
that they have stimulated a little capitalism in the 
Kremlin.” 


CAPE TIMES: Independent Split Damaging Left — 
Anthony Johnson remarks in the “Midweek Politics” 
column on page |0 of Cape Town Cape Times in English 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


on 14 October that “the unseemly antics of some of the 
leading lights in white opposition politics during the past 
week have left an ecstatic National Party with a veritable 
armoury of ammunition to blow the new groupings out 
uf the water.” “According to the Nationalists, the PFP 
lures Mr Malan was using in a bid to get them to defect 
bore a much closer resemblance to Mr Harry Schwarz 
and Professor Nic Olivier than to the three Dakarites.”’ 
“Nationalist backers are already starting to note that if 
politica! blood brothers are not even able to preserve a 
sembiance of peace in their own house, how can they be 
trusted with running the country?” 


SOWETAN Notes Clamps on ‘Opposition’ Press — The 

age 8 editorial in Johannesburg Sowetan in English for 
16 October comments on the banning of the WORLD 
newspaper in 1977, saying that since then “little in the 
country has changed for the better. Today there are more 
black leaders in detention. In 10 years South Africa’s 
repressive system and laws have become harsher and 
more sophisticated.” “From what we have learnt about 
the reasons for the New Nation being warned, we do not 
believe a single opposition newspaper will be free to do a 
fraction of the things they do today without getting 
warned or banned. The sad thing is that the Government 
has not changed its knee-jerk responses to problems 
despite growing unrest among blacks.” 


CITIZEN Praises Thatcher Opposition to Sanction — 
The page 6 editorial in Johannesburg The Citizen for 16 
October comments on the Commonwealth conference 
and praises UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher for 
her “staunch opposition” to further sanctions. ““‘When 
the history of these times is written, she will be seen to 
have played the major role in warding off tougher 
sanctions...we share her views, believing, as she does, 
that sanctions are counter-productive, that they have put 
up the backs of Whites, and that economic forces are 
helping to break down apartheid.” Lamenting that the 
government does not receive credit for its reforms, the 
editorial observes that “if, instead of punishment, we 
received encouragement to continue the reform process, 
there wouldn't be the feeling among many Whites that 
change is worthless since it only brings the threat of more 
sanctions and disinvestment.” 


THE STAR Urges NDM-PFP Alliance — In his “The 
Independent” column on page 10 of Johannesburg The 
Star for 17 October, John Patten comments on the new 
National Democratic Movement [NDM]. “An NDM- 
PFP alliance carefully nurtured could be well placed to 
appear attractive to a considerable body of Nationalists 
who are already uncomfortable with the style of expedi- 
ency shown by the leadership and with the sacrifices 
their party is making to prevent a landslide to the right. 
The Conservative Party challenge to the Nationalists has 
now been demonstrated to be real and the threat grow- 
ing. Further Conservative gains could bring the National 
Party to the crunch, with defections to right and left. The 
NDM-PFP alliance—if it were ever formed—would then 
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become a powerful force. Both the NDM and the PFP, 
and even the too-ambitious Dr Worrall, should curb 
their rivalries, hone their common strategies, and work 
for that day.” 


CAPE TIMES Disturbed by Minister Malan’s Remarks 
— “The speech by the Minister of Defence at Louis 
Trichardt yesterday was disturbing,” says an editorial on 
page 12 of Cape Town Cape Times for 15 October. It 
points out that the cause of the situation in Mozambique 
is the fact that Renamo has “sapped the authority of the 
Frelimo government.” Renamo is now “out of control,” 
and “there is a power vacuum in Mozambique which is 
disquieting in the extreme.”’ While allowing that good air 
defense is essential, the paper wonders “what purpose 
more aggressive cross-border operations will achieve, 
beyond adding to the misery which is crushing the people 
of Mozambique.” “In the absence of political and dip- 
lomatic solutions, it is questionable whether further 
SADF sorties into the sub-continent will advance this 
country’s security and the stability the region so desper- 
ately needs.” 


CITY PRESS Calls RSA Threat to Peace —- “The 
Minister of Defence, General Magnus Malan, has been 
making worrying noises to both Zimbabwe and Mozam- 
bique,”’ says a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg City 
Press for 18 October. “The policy of militarism being 
pursued by this country goes a long way towards making 
the continent the playground of the superpowers with all 
their deadly weapons. Can anybody now doubt what we 
have been saying all along—that South Africa is becom- 
ing a threat to international peace? We would sincerely 
appeal to the Minister of Defence to desist from the 
temptation of becoming Africa’s bullyboy. It can only 
bring more unnecessary suffering for the subcontinent. 
Surely even he must appreciate that fact.” 


CP, NP Exploit Parks Violence — Writing on the same 
page about the “tragic events” of violence in Johannes- 
burg city parks, Percy Qoboza accuses the NP and the 
CP of “acting in a highly disgraceful manner over this 
issue. They have p!anted seeds of racial confrontation in 
the city and and created a climate whereby every lunatic 
who feels racially superior will go about provoking 
trouble. The air 1s thick with anxiety and insecurity and 
each time the blasted politicians open their mouths the 
air becomes even more pregnant with anger.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN Cites Draft Constitution Reaction 
— A report on page | of the Windhoek Die Republikein 
in Afrikaans for 15 October says “‘a cabinet committee is 
to be appointed to advise the cabinet on the reaction and 
proposals received to date on the draft constitution, in 
order to advance the co” stitutional process to an accept- 
able point at which it can be put to the democratic test.” 
The announcement, the report says, was made by Mr 
Dirk Mudge, minister of finance and government affairs, 
at a news conference. “Mr Mudge said the committee 
would not be overhasty or biased. It would be unrealistic 
to expect that a final dispensation would emerge, with an 
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independent governinent right up to the level of state 
president. On the other hand, the territory need not wai. 
for a final dispensation before implementing certain 
aspects of its constitution.” “Mr Mudge said everything 
should be done through negotiation. It would have to go 
through the South African parliament. In addition there 
was the international community, whose wishes should 
be respected, and with which dialogue would have to be 
entered into about the wishes of the inhabitants of the 
territor’.”” 


DIE TRANSVALER Praises Thatcher’s Commonwealth 
‘Realism’ — In a page 18 editorial, the Johannesburg Die 
Transvaler in Afrikaans on 15 October says “It is ironic 
that Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, at the 
Commonwealth summit in Vancouver, finds himself in 
literally the same position as his predecessor of more 
than 25 years ago, Prime Minister John Diefenbaker.”’ 
“Ironic, because every Canadian leader who has 
attacked South Africa for political gain has had to watch 
impotently while the same Commonwealth reels under 
division, wars, corruption and starvation. It must be 
bitterly frustrating to Mr Mulroney, his African chorus, 
and the East, that British Premier Margaret Thatcher has 
given them a lesson in realism: She will have nothing to 
do with the new sanctions strategy they had dreamed of. 
This has taken the wind out of the sails of Mr Mulroney, 
President Kaunda, Mr Mugabe, and others, leaving the 
miseries of Commonwealth members exposed as the real 
agenda.” 


BEELD Sees ‘No Alternative’ To NP — The Johannes- 
burg Beeld in Afrikaans on 16 October editorializes on 
page 8: “At the Natal NP congress President P.W. Botha 
rightly referred to the ‘revealing fighting’ in opposition 
politics. This clearly shows that a country can only be 
governed by principles and not by parties whose exist- 
ence 1s largely dependent on movement around person- 
alities. This spectacle to the left and right of the NP 
places an ever greater responsibility on the NP as ruling 
party, because it shows once again that at present there is 
no alternative. It is the NP and its leaders which will 
have to lead South Africa through some of its most 
difficult years. And the majority of reasonable and fair 
people in the country will support the three priorities— 
security, development, and political reform—which 
President Botha has spelled out.” “The message from the 
NP’S Natal congress 1s that the government is pressing 
ahead with reform to create a new political dispensa- 
tion.” 


CP ‘Bartering in the Unworkable Past’ — In a second 
editorial on the same page, the newspaper says: “The 
Free State congress of the CP has dealt up its fair quota 
of venom against South Africans of color, while holding 
forth on the fantasy of a white fatherland. There were 
threats—‘the Indian community must keep away from 
the Free State, because when we take over, we will put 
them out’—and the woolly vision of tomorrow under 
CP—‘We must start thinking about identifying the white 
fatherland...but its final borders remain a task for the 
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future.”” “Surely, more should be expected of a party 
with the status of official opposition than bartering in the 
unworkable past as an attainable future. But then the CP 
leadership has never distinguished itself by sensitivity 
for the aspirations of others.” 


BEELD Notes No Afrikaans Paper On IDASA Zimbabwe 
Visit — In a report on page 13, the newspaper says “The 
Institute for a Democratic Alternative for South Africa 
[IDASA], in conjunction with a trust in Zimbabwe, is 
arranging a visit to Zimbabwe by left-wing journalists to 
report ‘objectively’ on conditions in that country. No 
Afrikaans newspapers have been invited for the visit 
which takes place next week.” “It is also IDASA’s inten- 
tion that the journalists, in their reports, must reflect the 
effects of a black majority government on a country like 
Zimbabwe. The newspaper which have been invited are: 
The Star, Cape Times, Sowetan, Eastern Province Herald, 
Financial Mail, and Sunday Tribute.” 


Zambia 


Prime Minister Visits Angolan Border 
MB171929 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Prime Minister Comrade Kebby Musokotwane 
has urged Zambians along borders to be security con- 
scious at all times and report any suspicious characters to 
the security forces. Comrade Musokotwane made the 
call when he addressed a public meeting at Sikongo basic 
primary school near the Zambia-angola border. The 
prime minister, who was accompanied by Minister of 
Power, Transport, and Communications General Kings- 
ley Chinkuli, and Provincial Political Secretary for West- 
ern Province Chadreke Mwemba, told the meeting that 
the defense of the country is the collective responsibility 
of all Zambians. 


Lusaka Blast Injures One; Shapi Blames RSA 
MB171811 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Secretary of State for Defense and Security Com- 
rade Alex Shapi has blamed racist South Africa for the 
bomb blast that damaged a house in Lusaka’s (?z0ne one) 
residential area last night, seriously injuring an old 
woman and causing extensive damage to buildings. 


Comrade Shapi said although he has not yet received a 
detailed report on the incident, it was clear that the 
bombing is the work of racist South Africa, which has in 
recent months increased its acts of aggression against 
Zambia and neighboring states. The secretary of state 
warned the public to be alert in the wake of increased 
acts of aggression by the regime. 


Immediate reports indicate that two bombs were planted 
at the house in Libala, but only one went off at about 
2200 last night. 
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Zimbabwe 


Mugabe ‘Disillusioned’ With UK Stand on RSA 
MB170850 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] The prime minister, Comrade Robert Mugabe, 
says he is dismayed and disillusioned by the manner in 
which Britain is misinforming the public about the South 
African crisis. Comrade Mugabe was speaking at a joint 
news conference with the leaders of Zambia, Australia, 
and India in Vancouver, Canada. The prime minister 
said while the British prime minister, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, can get votes in Britain through disinforma- 
tion, the Commonwealth will not be cheated. 


Harare Rally Commemorates Machel Death 
MB181226 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1217 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] Harare Oct 18 SAPA—A rally in Harare marking 
the anniversary of the death of Mozambique President 
Samora Machel was told today that Africans should not 
be surprised at the “refusal’”’ by Britain and Europe to 
impose sanctions against Pretoria for it was in Europe 
that apartheid originated, ZIANA reports. 


The economic aid given to Africa by these countries was 
far less than that they accrued from apartheid, and it was 
their “ugly hand” that had deprived Africa of Mr 
Machel. 


The speaker of the Zimbabwean House of Assembly and 
the ruling ZANU (PF) Party’s secretary for foreign 
affairs, Mr Didymus Mutasa, told a gathering of about 
30,000 people at Harare’s Gwanzura Stadium that Afri- 
ca’s history of suffering was linked to the European 
economic commission nations’ “economic gains and 
happiness.” 


Mr Machel died in a plane crash a year ago tomorrow 
when his Soviet-made Tupolev jet strayed into South 
African territory on a flight back to Maputo from Zam- 
bia where he had been having talks with Zambian and 
Angolan leaders about South African interference in the 
affairs of Angola: 


Although South Africa denied direct involvement in the 
actual crash, they could not deny indirect blame because 
Pretoria was directly responsible for the circumstances 
which had necessitated the talks that led to the crash, 
said Mr Mutasa. 


“We therefore lay the blame for the death of President 
Machel squarely on the shoulders of the South African 
apartheid regime,” he said. 


He said apartheid was the same doctrine as fascism. 


“When fascism was taking its toll in West Europe, all the 
nations of the world took up arms to eradicate it. 
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“African soldiers from this continent went to rescue the 
Jews. 


“Now that we in Africa are faced with the same plight it 
is ridiculously unbelievable that Israel sides the South 
Africa. 


“It is also ridiculous that the United Kingdom and its 
EEC partners oppose the imposition of economic sanc- 
tions against apartheid. 


“That is the least we have asked them to do,”” said Mr 
Mutasa. 


“We shouldn't be too surprised by these nations”’ refusal. 
Apartheid originated from them and spread to America, 
Australia and Africa. The plight of the red Indians and 
black Americans bears witness to this fact. 


“Our own plight in Africa where West Europeans first 
sold us as slaves and then partitioned our territories 
between themselves bears yet another witness. 


“The wars waged in Kenya, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambi- 
que, Angola and Zimbabwe were all against British and 
Portuguese imperialism. 


“So let us not be fooled by EEC nations. Our history of 
suffering is linked to their economic gains and happi- 
ness,”’ said Mr Mutasa. 


“The economic aid that they give us with one hand is far 
less than the economic benefit thei: companies derive 
from Apartheid, and the heroes that they have deprived 
us of with their ugly hand. 


“It is that ugly hand that deprived us of the late Presi- 
dent Samora Machel,” Mr Mutasa said. 


After outlining Mr Machel’s work, he said: ““So from the 
life of the late president we learn a lot. We learn of 
well-meant dedication to the cause of freedom, peace 
and development.” 


In an apparent reference to the present disunity in 
sections of the Zimbabwean community, Mr Mutasa 
said: “We learnt that unity is of paramount importance 
between people who live in the same country and share 
common boundaries; that those who follow the tribal, 
regional course are guided by selfish ambitions which 
could lead them to treason. 


“Haven't we got these people in our midst? 


“Look at the treason of Savimbi and Dhliamini in 
Mozambique. These gentlemens’ treason committed at 
the command of the South Africans cost us dearly. The 
death of President Machel is a direct result of that 
treason. 


“Those in our midst must take heed,”’ said Mr Mutasa. 
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“The wrath of this country will be uncontrolled if 
anything wrong happens to our prime minister,” he 
warned. 


“Stop your ambitious pursuits now and work for a 
united Zimbabwe. Stop the dissident activities and the 
killing of innocent people and work with your fellow men 
to make Zimbabwe the best country in southern Africa,” 
he said. 


Mozambican Envoy Scores Banditry 
MB181420 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1220 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] Harare Oct 18 SAPA—A child died every four 
minutes in Mozambique as a result of acts of banditry by 
the South-African backed Renamo bandits, the Mozam- 
bique ambassador said in Harare today, ZIANA reports. 


Addressing more than 30,000 peop!e at Hurare’s Gwan- 
zura Stadium to commemorate the first anniversary of 
President Samora Machel’s death, Mr Francisco Madei- 
ra, said thousands of Mozambicans had been displaced 
through the acts of the Renamo bandits, who burnt their 


villages. 


“About five million Mozambicans are affected by fam- 
ine or famine-related malaise. Hundreds of thousand are 
displaced inside Mozambique, or running for their lives. 
ae From 1980 to 1985, the armed banditry has been 
directly and indirectly responsible for the death of 
85,000 children per year. Today, one child dies every 
four minutes in Mozambique,” he said. 


Mr Machel died in a plane crash inside South Africa on 
his way from Zambia. 


Mr Madeira said he was touched with the way the people 
of Zimbabwe showed their love for Mozambicans and 
their late leader. 


“Your massive presence here is a clear indication of how 
you love the Mozambicans and how you loved President 
Machel,” he said. 


He described Mr Machel as a man who dedicated his life 
not only to the struggle for freedom in Mozambique, but 
for Africa as a whole. 


At the same ceremony, the Harare Province Women’s 
League donated clothes and ZD2886 cash for the people 
of Mozambique. 


ANC’S Tambo Marks Date 
MB181704 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] The president of the African National Congress, 
ANC of South Africa, Comrade Oliver Tambo, says the 
death of President Samora Machel of Mozambique 
meant the loss of an outstanding fighter for democracy, 
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social justice, and peace. A statement released by Com- 
rade Tambo in Harare to mark the first anniversary of 
Comrade Samora Machel’s death said the forces of 
racism and reaction assassinated the Mozambican lead- 
er. The ANC leader noted that Comrade Machel was 
committed to the destruction of South Africa’s evil 
policy of apartheid, and stressed the need for concerted 
action to eliminate racism in South Africa. 


Comrade Tambo criticized the Botha administration for 
its brutality against the oppressed black majority in 
South Africa, and also called for an end of Pretoria’s 
illegal occupation of Namibia. 


Assembly Election Day Moves To 23 Oct 
MB161936 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1745 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Excerpts] The Customs and Excise Amendment Bill 
Number Two has been published in the government 
gazette. [passage omitted] Also gazetted today is the 
presidential proclamation altering the dates of the elec- 
tion to fill the vacancies in the House of Assembly 
created by the abolition of the special white seats in 
Parliament. The election will now take place in the 
House of Assembly at 11 in the morning, on Friday [23 
October] next week. The date given in the earlier proc- 
lamation ordering the election had been [word indis- 
tinct]. 


MNR ‘Bandits’ Murder 13 Civilians, Loot Homes 
MB170600 Harare Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Thirteen Zimbabwean civilians in_ the 
(Mpangena) area of Chiredzi District have been massa- 
cred by South African-backed MNR bandits. The ban- 
dits murdered the civilians last Saturday using machetes. 
Eyewitnesses have said that the bandits also looted food 
and clothes. Some people from (Mpangena) have fled 
their homes and are now squatting at Chikombedzi 
growth point. 


Parts Shortage Cuts Army Escort of Convoys 
MB162032 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in 
English 9 Oct 87 p22 


[Text] There are mixed reactions from transport opera- 
tors over the recent reduction in the number per week of 
convoys moving from Zimbabwe to Malawi via Mozam- 
bique. It has been cut from seven to three trips each 
week. 


The Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) is believed to have 
told commercial transport organizations that as from the 
end of last month they would no longer be able to supply 
sufficient escort personnel on a daily basis. The reason 
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for this was the shortage of spare parts for army vehicles, 
due to the scarcity of foreign currency. This week, 40 
army escort vehicles were reported to be off the road. 


Reactions to this development ranged from utter dismay 
to sympathy with the ZNA’s plight. The general feeling, 
however, was that it is the big transport organizations 
who will be hardest hit 


Very few people were willing to be named as they 
believed that the matter was one of national security. 


The transport manager for Cargo Carriers, Mr B.G. 
Watson, said his company, one of the biggest local 
transport operators, would definitely be affected. “In- 
stead of doing eight trips per month per truck, each truck 
is now doing four and so business had been reduced by 
half.” he said. 


A spokesman for Clan Transport said they would not be 
affected as the organisation has relatively small opera- 
tions. “The army has done a fantastic job. We under- 
stand their problem and it is every body's problem.” he 
said. 


Another transport operator, who did not wish to be 
named, said all transport organisations will be affected. 
“Vehicles will now take and additional two days to come 
back to Zimbabwe,” he said. 


He said if the flow of goods is to be maintained, the 
number of commercial vehicles per convoy has to be 
increased. However, if this happened, the present num- 
ber of army escort vehicles per convoy would not be 
sufficient. 


Those operators who carry relief food to Mozambique 
were not as worried about possible losses of revenue as 
about hunger in Mozambique. “Obviously, any reduc- 
tion in convoy flows is detrimental to the suffering 
Mozambican people,”’ one said. 


Malawi High Commission officials said they had not yet 
been approached by the Zimbabwean government on 
this issue. “This is the first time to hear about it,” said 
Mr Magalasi, the high commission’s counselor. 


At Esigodeni (Pietermaritzburg) a black woman was 
injured after a group of blacks assaulted her and set her 
clothes alight. Police used birdshot to disperse the mob 
and arrested two black youths. 


At Taylor's Halt (Pietermaritzburg) two adults and a 
youth sustained slight burns and their house was badly 
damaged after a group of blacks had hurled a petrol- 
bomb at their home. armed forces and war planes on the 
bases and airfields of Grootfontein and Rundu to the 
north of Namibia. 
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Burkina Faso 


Further Reportage on Outcome of 15 Oct Coup 


Reactions to Coup, Sankara Death 
AB161842 Paris AFP in French 1645 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Excerpt] Abidjan, 16 Oct (AFP)}—The announcement of 
the death of Thomas Sankara was received this morning 
with a certain amount of emotion in Burkina Faso and 
by many Burkinabe communities living in neighboring 
countries, notably in Ivory Coast, first accounts from 
people contacted by AFP revealed. A unique and char- 
ismatic personality, although controversial and even 
detested by some African leaders, Captain Thomas 
Sankara was very popular with the Burkinabe people and 
with a large part of the Africa youth who saw in him “a 
unique head of state.” 


In Ouagadougou, an AFP correspondent reported that 
many inhabitants went early this morning to the tomb of 
the young captain, who was buried in the night on a 
smal! cemetery on the outskirts of the town. Capt 
Sankara, who was 36 years of age, was killed during 
clashes between his personal guards and the coupists led 
by his former comrade-in-arms, Captain Blaise Com- 
paore. Many of the visitors to the cemetery went there 
out of curiosity “to see” the place where the former head 
of state, whose death has not as yet been officially 
confirmed by the new leaders “for security reasons,” was 
buried. 


In Abidjan, members of the Burkinabe community— 
who may number about 3 million in the entire Ivory 
Coast—immediately tried to get confirmation, and the 
general feeling was that of disbelief. “They did not want 
to believe it,” an official of the Burkinabe Embassy told 
AFP. Several persons contacted expressed much sur- 
prise, especially concerning the personality of the author 
of the coup d'etat, Captain Blaise Compaore, who many 
people considered a “brother” or “shadow” of Sankara. 
But the Burkinabe in Ivory Coast are first and foremost 
concerned about the fate of their relatives back home, of 
whom they have had no news since yesterday afternoon. 
Communication with Burkina Faso is almost impossible, 
and the land borders and airports were closed last night 
upon the order of the new leaders. 


Observers in Abidjan emphasize that the coup d'etat and 
death of Thomas Sankara were announced with unusual 
speed in the countries of the region. [passage omitted] 


‘About 50° Reported Killed 
AB161933 Paris AFP in French 1855 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Excerpts] Ouagadougou, 16 Oct (AFP)}—Calm returned 
today to Burkina Faso after the military coup d'etat 
which, according to observers, left about 50 persons 
dead, and brought Captain Blaise Compaore to power. 
[passage omitted] 
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This evening, while entrances to the city of Ouagadou- 
gou were still under close military surveillance, the 
curfew went into force at 1900 like yesterday, and the 
situation was perfect'y calm. Shops were closed for the 
weekend. 


Sankara Killed ‘Resisting Arrest’ 
AB171733 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] A number of Burkina Faso’s new military leaders 
have been meeting foreign diplomats in Ouagadougou. 
According to a diplomat, they said that President 
Sankara was shot dead while resisting arrest during 
Thursday's [15 October] coup. They had not intended to 
kill him. They said they seized power because of his 
[words indistinct] political style and spoke of the need to 
end political infighting and economic chaos. 


Further on Sankara’s Death 
AB170950 Paris AFP in French 0826 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Excerpts] Ouagadougou, 17 Oct (AFP)}—Ouagdougou 
was calrn last night, 36 hours after the coup d'etat that 
overthrew Captain Thomas Sankara’s regime. Capt 
Sankara was killed during the coup. Very few gunshots 
were heard last night or this morning, as the inhabitants 
of the Burkinabe capital went about their business nor- 
mally. According to the correspondents of the national 
radio service in the provinces, the rest of the country was 
equally calm. [passage omitted] 


According to some soldiers who were present when 
Thomas Sankara was arrested, the former president and 
his personal guard went to the CNR headquarters where 
a meeting was to take place. “There, he was informed 
that he was under arrest. His guard fired immediately in 
his defense. The soldiers sent to arrest him also opened 
fire, killing Thomas Sankara and all of his suite on the 
spot.” [passage omitted] 


Popular Front ‘Press Communique’ 
AB161511 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1328 GMT 16 Oct 87 


“Press Communique” issued by the Popular Front in 
Ouagadougou on 16 October] 


[Text] The rectification process of our revolution has 
been prompted by a strong desire of the popular, demo- 
cratic, progressive, and revolutionary forces to save our 
people from the advent of chaos and terror and also to 
arouse our people from the apathy into which they had 
been plunged by the empirical and adventurist leader- 
ship of the CNR chairman. His entourage, composed of 
opportunists and demagogues, finally exasperated our 
vahant people. The August revolution, brought about by 
a popular movement, attracted from all over the world— 
particularly from Africa—a degree of sympathy and 
support rarely given any regime. This sympathy and 
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credibility was soon jeopardized by an incoherent lead- 
ership whose logic could not be understood by the 
Burkinabe people. who were gradually excluded from the 
exercise of power, por was it understood by foreign 
observers, who wondcred where Burkina was heading. 


The revolutionary organizational principles—cniticism, 
self-criticism, and democratic centralization—which at 
the onset of the revolution kept it from erring, were later 
regarded as abuse and indiscipline, and as a threat to 
State security. \)nder these conditions, the revolutionar- 
1es—whose ranks were being gradually divided by 
Thomas Sankara’s divisionist and dilatory methods and 
intrigues—began to question the real policies of the CNR 
chairman, who continuously called to his side the most 
(blatant) opportunists and all sorts of boastful bourgeois 
and reactionaries that our people vilify most. 


On the socia! and political front, there was a glaring 
degradation. In 1984. the masses were asked to discuss 
the budget. but [words indistinct] 1984 the decisions 
were made at the bureaucratic level without any expla- 
nations. The masses began to wonder whether they had 
become worthiess. The popular organizations were 
turned into mere agents for enforcing watchwords and 
were denied the right to criticize. They were thus turned 
into servile tools for an autocratic, personalized power. 


The most recent illustration of all this is the affair known 
as the Tenkodogo affair, in which they sought to use 
confusion and escalation to justify their reprehensible 
acts. Furthermore, the first national conference of the 
Committees for the Defense of the Revolution con- 
demned the so-called “white city operation” and called 
for its replacement with the “ocher operation,” which 
was best suited to the Sahelian environment. In defiance 
of this popular will, the CNR chairman, guided by 
mystic forces, decreed the continuation and the institu- 
tionalization of the “white city operation,” affirming 
that the exercise had come to stay forever. Foreign policy 
was marked by adventurism and childishness, which 
often resulted in making us the object of ridicule or 
creating unnecessary tension with neighboring peoples. 
Unnecessary intrigues, lack of planning, economic 
improvisation, politrcal incoherence and voluntarism, 
(?Machiavelhianism), and the trampling of organiza- 
tional principles are some of the deeds that characterized 
the man who surrounded himself with a group of the 
most scornful opportunists. This situation resulted in the 
institution of unprecedented social stagnation, an open 
political crisis with iis attendant leaflets of all kinds that 
have flooded the country. These are only the tp of the 
iceberg of malaise in the country 


In the face of this state of affairs, the rallying of revolu- 
tionary forces and the invincible will of the people 
allowed for the launching last night, 15 October 1987, of 
the salvaging rectification process for our people and all 
the friends of Burkina Faso. This sudden and unexpected 
crisis can be laid at the doorstep of only one group—the 
degenerated section of the revolution. In the face of the 
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will of all the sincere revolutiona‘ies to find a final 
solution to this crisis through democracy and the strict 
application of the revolutionary principles, this degener- 
ated section preferred treachery and plotting. 


In fact, on the occasion of the consultative meeting, 
which was to have taken place at the headquarters of the 
CNR last night at 2000, the CNR chairman had planned 
to arrest and execute all revolutionaries who refused 
submission and resignation; in short, chaos for our 
people. But the vigilance of the people was not taken into 
account. Some of them, notably some members of the 
presidential guard and the security forces of the CNR 
headquarters, were against this mean act and rose up 
against it. Informed in time, the sincere revolutionaries 
tried to foil the plot in order to avoid an unnecessary 
bloodbath. And so they decided to assume their historic 
responsibility by action. 


Comrade militants: This is a clear demonstration of the 
victory of just ideas over erroneous ones; the respect of 
Organizational principles rather than practicing nepo- 
tism. That is why the Popular Front reiterates its call on 
all Burkinabe revolutionaries—men, women, workers, 
farmers, intellectuals, and to all patriots—to mobilize 
themselves for a just rectification of the revo. stionary 
process. 


The fatherland or death: we shall win' 


[Signed] The Popular Front. 


Ruling ‘Triumvirate’ Formed 
AB171913 Paris AFP in French 1834 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Abidjan, 17 Oct (AFP)}—None of the 27 ministers 
of the government of Captain Thomas Sankara died 
during the coup d'etat which took place on 15 October in 
Burkina Faso, during which the head of state was killed, 
it was learned today from reliable sources in OQuagadou- 
gou, where the situation remains calm. All of them 
reported to the CNR headquarters with the exception of 
Fidele Toe, minister of labor, social security, and civil 
service, a frend and a confidant of Sankara, whose 
whereabouts remain unknown. Therefore, contrary to 
some reports, Ernest Nongma Ouedraogo, minister of 
security, did not die, observers note. An AFP correspon- 
dent in Ouagadougou also said he personally met Cart 
Pierre Ouedraogo, national secretary general of the Com- 
mittees for the Defense of the Revolution, today at his 
residence. Capi Pierre Ouedraogo was reported to have 
been executed at (?7Komboinse), 25 km north of Quaga- 
dougou. 


It 1s also confirmed from reliable sources in Ouagadou- 
gou that two of the traditional military leaders of the 
1983 revolution—Capt Henri Zongo, former minister of 
economic promotion, and Major Jean-Baptiste Lingani, 
former minister of popular defense—are members of the 
Popular Front, apparently led by Captain Blaise Com- 
paore, former right-hand man and companion of 
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Thomas Sankara. Lieutenant Hien Kilimite, deputy sec- 
retary of the CDR [Committees for the Defense of the 
Revolution}, 1s also a member of the leading team of the 
“15 October Popular Front” (PF), it is also pointed out 
in Ouagadougou. 


Captain Blaise Compacre, who is reportedly heading the 
triumvirate with Lingani and Zongo. has still not 
appeared 1n public. He has continued to remain, since 15 
October, at the headquarters of the CNR with the other 
members of the Popular Front, the AFP correspondent 
who talked to him on telephone has stated. Contrary to 
some rumors, he was not wounded during the events. 
Nothing at all is known about Mrs Sankara and the 
family of the former Burkinabe head of state. 


According to information received from diplomatic 
sources in Abidjan, ambassadors accredited to Ouaga- 
dougou were received this morning by representatives of 
the Popular Front and were briefed on the reason for the 
coup. The Popular Front officials stated that they took 
the initiative of the coup after learning that Captain 
Sankara had decided to arrest and to execute some of 
them. The same sources said that there was really no 
fighting between Blaise Compaore supporters and 
Sankara’s men. Captain Sankara was reportedly killed at 
1600 GMT on 15 October following the explosion of a 
grenade thrown at his car as he arrived at the headquar- 
ters of the CNR. His escort was later machine-gunned. 
Capt Sankara was buried on the night of 15 October, 
along with 12 other victims of the coup, in a cemetry in 
the suburbs of Ouagadougou. The country’s airports and 
land borders remained closed this afternoon. 


Compaore, Zongo, Lingani Meet 
ABI18. 4526 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Text] The new leading body of our country, the Popular 
Front, held its initial meeting this morning at the 
Entente Counci! headquarters with the permanent secre- 
taries of the ministries. The Popular Front was led by 
Comrade Captain Blaise Compaore, who was accompa- 
nied by Major Jean-Baptiste Lingani and Captain Henri 
Zongo. After the meeting, a delegation of the Front, led 
by Comrades Capt (Arsene Yebognessam), Mamadou 
Traore, and Kader Cisse held another meeting this 
morning with the Comuisecs [Ward Committees] at the 
Ministry of Territorial Administration and Security 


The representatives of the Popular Front took this 
opportunity to brief the Comisecs on the developments 
leading to the 15 October event. At the outset, they 
pointed out that the Comisecs are popular o-ganizations 
providing the framework for democratic debates. 
According to Comrade Mamadou Traore, the 15 Octo- 
ber event resulted from the hesitations and grave lack of 
understanding within the CNR. Differences cropped up 
concerning organizational principles and were com- 
pounded later by related problems that crystallized these 
differences. 
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In addition to the organizationa! question, there was the 
question of leadership and onentation of the revolution- 
ary process, as well as the nonrespect of the platform 
agreed upon by the left-wing torces. Comrade Traore 
recalica that these differences persisted, were discussed 
without finding an appropriate solution, and spread to 
the grass roots. This resulted in suspicion and the disor- 
derly implementation of principles 


At one point, this situation made some leaders consider 
the possibility of dismantling the popular organizations: 
while others called for the merger of these organizatyions 
and the resumption of democratic debates. But the wing 
headed by the president oi Burkina Faso rejected this 
second approach, thus plunging the organizations and 
the masses into despondency, Comrade Traore added. 
The rare meetings between the president of Burkina Faso 
and the other comrades failed to produce any solution 
likely to restore trust, democratic debate, criticism, or 
self-criticism. 


Such meetings were held less and less often, while 
contradictions continued to appear along with other 
increasingly serious problems within the leadership. 
When all hope was lost as to the possibility of finding 
solutions through debate, some resorted to pamphlets to 
express their concern. The last attempt to reconcile views 
and achieve appeasement was a meeting with the historic 
leader of the organization of military revolutionaries 
that ended in failure, indicating a total lack of under- 
standing. 


The Tenkodogo events, which occurred on the occasion 
of the 4th anniversary of the DOP [Political Onentation 
Speech], further increased the already deep malaise. On 
that occasion, the president of Burkina Faso attempted 
to exclude the student movements from the popular 
organizations and was prepared to close the university in 
the event of any disturbances on the campus. The report 
made on the anniversary of the Political Onentation 
Speech by the Houet Provincial Revolutionary Author- 
ity added fuel to the fire. These two events marked the 
end of all hope, Comrade Traore explamed. The inevi- 
table then occurred on | 5 October. Comrade Traore said 
in conclusion that we now have to reorganize the state 
machinery and put the popular organizations back on 
their feet. 


Radio on Reasons for Coup 
AB161603 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The outstanding event, as you are aware, is the 
new page that has been turned in the history of the RDP 
[People’s Democratic Revolutior], with the emergence 
of the Popular Front. The henceforth historic date of 15 
October 1987 has given fresh hope to an entire people 
whose legitimate and deep-seated aspirations were daily 
trampled upon and abused by the autocratic power ana 
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mystic vision of a single individual. In its proclamation, 
which was made public yesterday evening, the Popular 
Front explained the reasons that led to the bringing 
about of the correctional process, which all militants are 
called upon to support. 


These are, among others, the spiting of all organizational 
principles; the betrayal in various ways of the noble goals 
of the RDP; the personalization of power; and the use of 
mystic visions to find solutions to concrete problems of 
the masses. These acts led to demobilization within the 
ranks of the militant people, the continued wrecking of 
our productive system, and social decadence. It was 
therefore high time to set things right; the time has come 
for rectification. The pace has been set already with the 
announcement of the freeing of all political prisoners 
and administrative detainees; the rehiring of all teachers 
dismissed during the 1984 strike; and the lifting of 
sanctions imposed on all state employees who had been 
suspended. The militant people are therefore called upon 
to give massive and unflinching support to the Popular 
Front’s actions. 


Provinces Express Support 


AB162248 [Editorial Report] Ouagadougou Domestic 
Service in French at 1510 GMT on 16 October begins to 
carry statements issued by various mass organizations 
from the provinces in support of the new leader. The first 
of such statements comes from Oubretenga Province. 
After deploring “4 years during which one person gagged 
and trampled upon the rights of a whole people who had 
given him their trust on the night of 4 August,” the 
people’s mass organization “hails the advent of the 15 
October events and the Popular Front in its rectification 
efforts.” 


After its normal newscast at 1924 GMT, the station 
carries a series of statements of support from several 
provinces including Naouri, Yatenga, Bougouriba, 
Houet, and Komoe. These statements, all of which 
condemn “the autocratic tendencies” and power-hungry 
regime of Sankara, express “unflinching support to the 
Popular Front in its rectification process.” These meet- 
ings by the Revolutionary Provincial Authorities, PRP, 
are in compliance with the directives given by the 
Popular Front’s Coordinating Committee Communique 
No 4, asking all PRP to meet to take stock of the 
revolutionary process over the past 4 years. 


Thus the Naouri PRP, which calls itself “the birthplace 
of the revolution,” “‘after deep analysis of the national 
situation, gives its unflinching support to the rectifica- 
tion process launched on 15 October 1987, and firmly 
stands by the side of the Popular Front to intensify the 
revolutionary process for the Burkinabe masses.” 


In a press communique issued after their extraordinary 
meeting, the Naouri PRP promises to “send a delegation 
to tour the whole province to explain the changes that 
have taken place in the country, beginning tomorrow.” 
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They also elected the secretary general of the PRP to act 
as the high commissioner for the province, as directed by 
Communique No 4 of the Coordinating Committee of 
the Popular Front. Thus, all PRP meetings held in the 
various provincial capitals will accomplish three things: 
“First, they will conduct an autopsy of the 4 years of the 
CNR rule. Second, they will elect an acting PRP chair- 
man who will be assuming the responsibilities of the 
provincial high commissioner; and lastly, they will take 
measures to send PRP missions to parts of the province 
to explain the rectification process to the grass-root 
militants.” 


More Provincial Support 


AB172250 [Editorial Report] Ouagadougou Domestic 
Service in French at 1300 GMT on 17 October carried as 
the lead story in its regular newscast additional state- 
ments of support for the Popular Front by Provincial 
Revolutionary Authorities, PRP. The Bobo Dioulasso 
Garrison Committee’s statement was the first to be 
carried. This was followed by one from the Passore PRP, 
which met on 16 October and “elected Comrade Ami- 
dou Bamogo as chairman of the PRP.” At the end of 
their meeting, the Passore PRP issued a statement 
assessing the 4 years of CNR rule which stated: “Captain 
Thomas Sankara, who fraudulently entered into the 
history of our country, has for some time now under- 
taken a process of fascistization of power.” After giving 
a catalogue of some of the abuses of the Sankara regime, 
the Passore PRP stated: ““We, the members of the 
Passore PRP, meeting today, 16 October 1987, unreserv- 
edly support the Popular Front in the rectification pro- 
cess it has undertaken since 15 October 1987, and call on 
all militants to be more vigilant to remove from ur 
ranks the fence sitters and other deviationists.”” 


In Oudalan Province, the local PRP convened and 
decided to send three teams to the departments to 
explain the rectification process. In a statement of sup- 
port to the Popular Front, the Oudalan PRP “reaffirmed 
its unconditional support for the rectification of the 
revolutionary process undertaken since the historic night 
of 4 August 1983.” 


Similar meetings were held in Gourma Province, where 
Comrade Lankoande Folga Ildevere, delegate in charge 
of PRP education, was elected chairman of the Gourma 
PRP. 


After the normal newscast at 1320 GMT, the station 
continued to carry additional reports on the meetings 
held in other provinces to assess the revolutionary pro- 
cess over the past 4 years, elect new chairmen for the 
PRP’s, and send missions to the departments of the 
provinces to explain the rectification process to the 
people. Meetings were held in Sanmatenga where Com- 
rade Sayiba Ouedraogo, formerly secretary general of the 
PRP, was elected chairman of the PRP and acting high 
commissioner. The Nametenga PRP issued a statement 
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at the conclusion of its meeting congratulating the Pop- 
ular Front “for its extreme vigilance” and expressing its 
unflinching support for its rectification process. In Ban- 
fora, the provincial capital of Komoe condemned “the 
use of people's organizations for any hazardous and 
autocratic ends,” while it hailed the 15 October rectifi- 
cation process. In Mou Hou Province, Comrade Meda 
Michel was unanimously elected chairman of the PRP. 


At 1925 GMT, Ouagadougou Domestic Service carried 
additional provincial statements of support for the Pop- 
ular Front, notably from the province of Seno, where 
PRP Secretary General Cisse Mamoudou Boulla was 
elected chairman of the PRP and acting high commis- 
sioner. Similar meetings were held in the Provinces of 
Kouritenga, Bazega, Bam, and Kenedougou, where the 
former high commissioner of the province was reelected 
as high commissioner. 


Students Voice Support 
AB171657 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 17 Oct 87 


{Statement issued by the National Executive Committee 
of Students in Ouagadougou on 17 October supporting 
the Popular Front; read in the studio by Comrade 
Jeannot Some, chairman of the National Executive 
Committee of Students—live or recorded] 


[Text] Militant people of Burkina Faso, youth of Burkina 
Faso: Four years ago, when the August revolution was 
successfully launched with our support and backing, it 
was with great pride and legitimacy that we identified 
ourselves with the revolutionary state authority and 
created an organ of it. Thus, the student movement—the 
driving force of our fighting people—modestly and cou- 
rageously made its contribution to the task of establish- 
ing a new society based on peace, justice, and freedom. 
We have never bargained for this support and contribu- 
tion. On the contrary, it has been tota! and complete, 
because our faith and determination were geared toward 
the construction of a model fatherland—an example of 
the vanguard force for all the youths of Africa. But, as 
intellectuals, our historic mission also demands that we 
criticize in order to prevent our people from falling back 
into the bad ways of the past and the unnecessary 
sufferings which occurred in other countries and other 
revolutions. 


The bad ways of the past were always the result of the 
loss—at one time or another—by the political leadership 
of its capacity of analysis, the loss of contact with the 
grass roots, resorting to the policy of escapism, the 
refusal to hold democratic discussions, and the emer- 
gence of a breed of violators and demagogues who are 
ready to to justify everything and ready to present the 
most crushing defeats as success. Due to this bureau- 
cratic pressure and intimidation, the people lost their 
interest in the revolutionary process. 
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Our valiant and fighting people, who are lovers of 
democracy, have always resisted such situations. And 
that is why we say that compared with the past, our 
people have recently passively and actively resisted 
being dragged into the beaten tracks toward which the 
state authority, which Thomas Sankara had been using 
as his personal property, was heading. 


The Burkinabe youth, especially its intellectuals, have 
logically participated in the resistance process and 
denounced the deviationist tendencies which the CNR 
chairman embodied. That is why, during our conference 
in the historic town of Po, we did not stop denouncing 
the opportunists and al! happy-go-lucky people who 
wanted to confiscate our revolution, despite the open 
and subtle intimidations. We also did this earlier at 
(?7Dedougou), in March, during the second national 
conference of the Burkina Committee for the Defense of 
the Revolution [CDR]. In fact, we used our democratic 
right of criticism to justly request the right to wear the 
Faso Danfani [proposed national dress for Burkina 
Faso], notwithstanding the insulting remarks of some 
bureaucrats during this conference, who tried to impose 
populism as the predominant ideology. Finally, as 
recently as 2 October, at Tenkodogo, another just anal- 
ysis of the national situation and the assessment of the 
ongoing unification process earned us the anger of the 
CDR and the president, and brought about the establish- 
ment of a vast plot which began with the not well- 
attended rally held at Bobo Dioulasso. This plot aimed at 
liquidating our organizations, closing the university, and 
arresting all sincere and honest revolutionaries who 
wanted a struggle based on principles. We foiled this plot 
by refusing the bloody field (?0n which we were being 
drawn). 


Comrade militants: [t is this state of affairs that today 
brings the Burkinabe student movement to feel more 
than ever linked with the salutary rectification process 
launched on 15 October to prevent the chaos and suffer- 
ings from which our people narrowly escaped. Better 
still, we are an integral part of this rectification process, 
because we were first and foremost actors and victims. 
Therefore, we call on all the youth—pupils and students 
notably, and all student committees abroad—to give 
their total support to the rectification proces launched by 
the Popular Front. We are convinced that only this path 
of truth, established since the day before yesterday [15 
October] is capable of leading us on to a society of peace, 
well-being, justice, and freedom. 


Forward with rectification! Forward with the consolida- 
tion of the revolution! Long live the valiant people of 
Burkina Faso! 


[Signed] The National Executive Committee of Stu- 
dents. 


Houet Province Backs Popular Front 
AB161141 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1024 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[“‘Declaration” by Houet Provincial Revolutionary 
Power issued on 16 October; place not given] 
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[Text] The members of the Houet Provincial Revolu- 
tionary Power held an extraordinary meeting today, 16 
October 1987. After a realistic analysis of the national 
and provincial situation following the action undertaken 
by the Popular Front forces on 15 October 1987, they 
have decided the following: 


1. Comrade Yago Ahmed, secretary general of the Houet 
Provincial Revolutionary power; and Bako Biguetema, 
the Houet Provincial Revolutionary Power information 
officer unjustly and arbitrarily excluded from the Pro- 
vincial Revolutionary Power, are fully reinstated in the 
Houet Provincial Revolutionary Power organization; 


2. They ask the Popular Front to ratify this decision 
which abrogates all other anti-organizational measures. 


3. They unflinchingly support the Popular Front in its 
rectification action; 


4. The Provincial Revolutionary Power hereby calls on 
all the Houet popular organizations to be mobilized in 
order to support the rectification process, and it urges 
them to be vigilant. 


Woe to deviationists! No to autocracy! No to arbitrary 
measures! Down with those trying to falsify history! The 
fatherland or death; we shall win! 


[Signed] The Houet Provincial Revolutionary Power. 


Ouagadougou Ward Lends Support 
AB161254 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1123 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[“‘Declaration” issued by the Bureau of the Committee 
for the Defense of the Revolution, Ward 30, in Quaga- 
dougou on 16 October] 


[Text] The Bureau of the Committee for the Defense of 
the Revolution [CDR], Ward 30, has taken cognizance of 
the proclamation of the 15 October 1987 movement. In 
fact, after a thorough analysis of the national situation 
since the 4 August 1983 historic event, which generated 
popular enthusiasm, it appears that there has been a 
flagrant case of betrayal within the people’s democratic 
revolution. This betrayal was the work of the modern 
monarch, Thomas Sankara, who grasped all powers in 
disregard of the organizational principles that have been 
proclaimed in our country since the launching of the 
revolutionary process. 


The Bureau invites all Ward 30 militants in the existing 
organizations to give unreserved support to the rectifi- 
cation process initiated on 15 October 1987. Forward for 
genuine democracy! Forward for a consistent consolida- 
tion of the revolution! Victory to the Popular Front! 
Victory to the people! The fatherland or death; we shall 
win! 
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Ward 4 Vows Support 
AB161349 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1103 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[“‘Declaration”’ issued by the Bureau of the Committee 
for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR), Ward 4, on 16 
October in Ouagadougou] 


[Text] The victory of the revolutionary forces over the 
local imperialist and reactionary forces on 4 August 1983 
opened a new era for our valiant people. The August 
revolution stirred hope, mobilized our people, encour- 
aged them in their work, and led to the knowledge that 
only a iegitimate struggle is worthwhile. The CDR’s 
genuine popular organizations decided to launch an 
assault against all counterrevolutionary maneuvers and 
strongholds, piling up victories in the process. However, 
an internal gangrene was developing that threatened to 
destroy the August revolution. Indeed, Thomas Sankara, 
the man the revolution placed at the head of the revolu- 
tionary process, became a dangerous enemy of our 
people’s struggle. This traitor to our national cause 
demonstrated quite early his craving for autocracy and 
the spotlight through his adventurist projects. His action 
was Clearly going against the interests of the Burkinabe 
people. He also refused to share power, silenced the 
people, and took their role as the authentic representa- 
tives of the people away from the CDR. He demanded 
submission from the people in order to justify his delu- 
sions and threatened all those who tried to resist his 
policy. Thomas Sankara rallied the reactionary forces 
and was striving to bring them to power with him. To 
succeed in his Machiavellian designs, he did not hesitate 
to violate even the basic principles of the revolution. 


This situation had lasted much too long. The violent 
reaction of the popular forces put an end to the wander- 
ing of the August revolution. We, the militants of the 
Bureau of the CDR, Ward 4, fervently salute the victory 
of the popular forces over the autocratic Thomas 
Sankara and his demagoguery. That is why the Bureau of 
the CDR is hereby inviting all consistent revolutionary 
forces to be mobilized in order to make the support 
march a success. 


Comrade militants: Our task today is to strengthen the 
August revolution by giving our unflagging support to 
the Popular Front and all its actions. Down with mega- 
lomaniacs! Down with opportunistic activities! Forward 
with the strengthening of the August revolution! Long 
live the Popular Front! The fatherland or death; we shall 
win! 


[Signed] Bureau of the CDR, Ward 4. 


Bobo Dioulasso Garrison Statement 
AB171118 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
0940 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Statement by the Bobo Dioulasso Garrison Committee 
issued on 17 October; place not given] 


[Text] The advent of the August revolution has given 
hope to the popular masses in Burkina Faso. Their 
mobilization in the early hours of the revolutionary 
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process was proof of their commitment. The power, first 
given to the people, was soon to turn into autocratic 
power; that is, the concentration of power in the hands of 
an individual. Thomas Sankara, the autocrat, was mak- 
ing hasty, adventurist, and unpopular decisions which 
went against organizational principles. This situation 
very quickly prompted a demobilization process as well 
as a gradual degradation of the economic and social 
system, and thus generated desolation and desperation 
within the masses. 


Confronted with this situation, the Bobo Dioulasso 
Garrison Committee, concerned for the well-being of the 
Burkinabe people, is hereby saluting the 15 October 
popular movement and unflinchingly supporting the 
Popular Front in the rectification process. Down with 
demagoguery! Forward with the rectification of the rev- 
olutionary process! Forward with the strengthening of 
the revolutionary process! The fatherland or death; we 
shall win! 


[Signed] The Bobo Dioulasso Garrison Committee. 


PRP Warns Against ‘False Rumors’ 
AB191420 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1359 GMT 19 Oct 87 


[““Communique™’ issued by the Kadiogo Provincial Rev- 
olutionary Authority in Ouagadougou on 19 October] 


[Text] The Kadiogo Provincial Revolutionary Authority 
[PRP] calls on militants of the Kadiogo Province [of 
Which Ouagadougou is the chief town] to remain calm 
because some ill-intentioned persons are roaming about 
spreading false rumors, inciting honest people to panic. 
To this end, the PRP appeals to sincere militants and 
Organizations to redouble their vigilance in order to 
expose and immediately send such political miscreants 
to the nearest PRP headquarters for interrogation. 


The situation is calm, and the PRP calls on everybody to 
set out to work. 


Forward with the rectification process! 


Official Suspects USSR Complicity 
AB161205 Paris AFP in French 1045 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Paris, 16 Oct (AFP}—An official of the SOS- 
Racism organization, Mr Harlem Desir, who is one of 
the last people to have met Captain Thomas Sankara in 
Ouagadougou, said this morning that he was perhaps 
“toppled” by Moscow, for he had not been in the USSR’s 
good books in recent days. Harlem Desir, who was the 
guest of Europe | radio, a station for which he had been 
preparing a program in Ouagadougou, described Capt 
Sankara as a “pragmatic” man. “Even if his anticolonial- 
ist and Marxist language seemed to be harsh, he was 
indeed a man who was searching for an original way of 
saving Burkina Faso from its Sahelian misery,” he 
thought. 
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Harlem Desir said that “Sankara was probably partly a 
victim of his naivete. He was a great utopian. He took it 
upon himself to curb the privileges of the Army and civil 
servants. This is probably what was fatal for him.” As for 
Captain Blaise Compaore, Harlem Desir wondered if his 
coming to power was not going “to result in a harder 
position vis-a-vis the opposition.” “It was probably due 
to surprise and the fact that Sankara could not think of 
mistrusting his best friend that the coup succeeded,” 
Harlem Desir concluded. 


Red Cross Asked To Meet 
AB171548 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1517 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Announcement: The chairman of the Communal 
Coordinating Committee of Kadiogo Province [of which 
Ouagadougou is the chief town] invites the Red Cross 
Coordinating Executive Committee to report to the 
provincial high commissioner’s headquarters as soon as 
it hears this announcement for an important piece of 
information. 


Classes Suspended Till 25 Oct 
AB182039 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1922 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[Communique issued by the Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of National Education in Ouagadougou on 18 
October—read by announcer] 


[Text] Following the salutary measure of the Popular 
Front that calls back all teachers dismissed in 1984 for 
striking, and considering the deep changes that have 
resulted as part of the rectification and revival of the 
primary and secondary school teachers body, the secre- 
tary general of the Ministry of National Education in 
charge of running current matters is honored to inform 
primary and secondary school students, as well parents, 
that classes are suspended as of 19 October 1987 and will 
resume on 25 October. The various assignments will be 
published very soon. 


AFP on GUNT’s Goukouni, Acheikh ibn Oumar 
AB161114 Paris AFP in French 1048 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Algiers, 16 Oct (AFP) —President Goukouni 
Oueddei of the GUNT (Chadian opposition) is no longer 
in the Burkinabe capital, where Captain Thomas 
Sankara was overthrown yesterday in a coup d'etat, it 
was learned from Chadian sources here today. But 
Acheikh ibn Oumar, neo-GUNT president, is still in 
Ouagadougou, where he was going to chair the congress 
of his organization, the Revolutionary Democratic 
Council, the same sources said. 


Mr Goukouni Oueddei has already left Ouagadougou 
and is due to return to Algiers, where he resides now, in 
the next 48 hours after a stopover in Paris, the same 
sources explained. The two Chadian opposition leaders 
were received a week ago by Capt Thomas Sankara. 
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Ghana 


CDR Supports PNDC Call for Burkina Unity 
AB181853 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Ct 87 


[Text] The National Secretariat of CDR [Committees for 
the Defense of the Revolution] has expressed support for 
the PNDC’s call on revolutionary organs in Burkina 
Faso to close their ranks and resolve their differences 
peacefully. A statement by the Secretariat in Accra today 
said the Burkina Faso revolutionary experience has been 
worthy of emulation. The revolutionary organs there 
should therefore unite and ensure the success of their 
country’s revolution. 


The statement called on all revolutionary forces in 
Ghana to use the events in Burkina Faso to critically 
review their activities. It called on cadres to be steadfast 
in their commitment to the revolution and to expose all 
infiltrators within their ranks. All revolutionary organs 
and cadres should resolve their differences peacefully 
since what matters most is the attainment of the noble 
aims and objectives of the revolution. The statement 
recalled the bitter lesson from instability that has char- 
acterized the past and urged all truly committed cadres 
and patriotic citizens to renew their commitment to the 
31st December process and loyalty to its leadership. It 
asked all Ghanaians to support the current search for a 
true, durable, and popular democracy in the country. 


Burkinabe Urged To Reject Violence 
AB161314 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] Reports from Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, say 
the minister in the Presidency in charge of justice, 
Captain Blaise Compaore, has assumed the leadership of 
the governmeni. A telex message received in Abidjan 
and quoted by the Ghana News Agency said Ouagadou- 
gou radio has broadcast a proclamation from Capt 
Compaore announcing his assumption of leadership. 
The proclamation was read by Lieutenant Oumar 
Traore. First reports said the capital was calm. 


Meanwhile, the Government of Ghana expresses grave 
concern at current developments in our sister country 
Burkina Faso where it is reported that Capt Blaise 
Compaore, a close friend and comrade-in-arms of Capt 
Sankara, has emerged as head of the revolutionary front 
following what appears to have been a political struggle 
within the revolutionary leadership. An official state- 
ment said the Government of Ghana, while realizing 
that political and policy differences are inevitable in any 
revolutionary process, nevertheless believes that at this 
critical stage of its history, the unity and stability of 
Burkina Faso are much more important than any differ- 
ences, real or imagined. 
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The Government of Ghana, therefore, urges all members 
of the revolutionary authority of Burkina Faso as well as 
all the revolutionary organs of that peace-loving country 
to resolve their differences without recourse to force or 
unnecessary violence. The Government of Ghana wishes 
to recall that some differences among revolutionary 
forces have elsewhere been exploited not only to over- 
throw revolution but to restore neocolonial and puppet 
regimes as recent experiences have quite ciearly shown. 


Flags To Fly Half Mast 
AB171836 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 oct 87 


[Text] The PNDC has directed that in view of the 
shocking and tragic death of Captain Thomas Sankara, 
head of state of Burkina Faso, all flags should fly at half 
mast for | week with effect from tomorrow, the | 8th of 
this month. 


Radio Assesses Sankara’s Leadership 
AB161348 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1318 GMT 16 Oct 87 


{Daniel Koomson commentary] 


[Text] At 31 years, Captain Thomas Sankara was one of 
the world’s youngest presidents. He assumed that posi- 
tion following a bloodless coup on August 4, 1983. The 
coup ousted Major Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo. Capt 
Sankara’s involvement in the politics of his country 
started in November 1982, when he overthrew Zerbo 
and made Dr Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo the nominal head 
of state with himself as the prime minister. !1. May, while 
at his command post at Po, he was arrested and detained 
three times until released by his compatriots in the 
August 4 coup. 


The 274,000-square-km country lies largely in the Sahe- 
lian zone. As Capt Sankara himself said during a visit to 
Paris in 1986, Burkina is one of the world’s most 
underprivileged countries, and fighting the desert is our 
everyday reality. A pro-French Government ran the 
country after independence from the French on August 
6, 1960. Sankara’s coup initiated a people’s revolution 
on all fronts of socioeconomic backwardness. Only 15 
percent of the 7 million population could read and write 
French while only 5 percent was fully literate. Ninety 
percent of the population lived in the rural areas where 
they engaged in small-scale agriculture. Also, the revolu- 
tion ended a period of political instability. He formed 
the National Council for the Revolution out of a mixture 
of military and civilian personnel and launched the 
People’s Democratic Revolution. To mark the rise in the 
mass people’s movement, Revolutionary Defense Com- 
mittees where formed all over the country. The revolu- 
tion has relentlessly fought the overwhelming realities of 
drought, illiteracy, disease, and lack of infrastructure. It 
remains to be seen what the priorities of his successor 
will be. 
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Sankara Death ‘Great Loss to Africa’ 
AB170930 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The main front page story of the People’s Daily 
Graphic is the reported death of Captain Thomas 
Sankara, head of state and leader of the CNR of Burkina 
Faso. The story goes under the heading: Africa Loses an 
Illustrious Son. The paper carries a portrait of the former 
leader with the caption: Thomas Sankara, a Great Loss 
to Africa. 


Ivory Coast 


Houphouet Contrasted With ‘Megalomaniacs’ 
AB171314 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
17-18 Oct 87 pp 1, 31 


{Auguste Miremont editorial entitled, “The Right to 
Life’’] 


[Text] Like Presidents Tito of Yugoslavia (who died on 4 
May 1980) and Bourguiba of Tunisia (whom the head of 
state holds in high esteem for his moderation, clear- 
sightedness, and wisdom), President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s strength stems from his sense of compromise. 
This inevitably requires the personal qualities of toler- 
ance and realism. 


Indeed, one will not forget the struggle of the father of 
the Ivorian nation for peace; but one will also remember 
his tenacity in the defense of the great values that 
differentiate man from animal and which (unfortunate- 
ly) a large number of professional politicians lack. What 
does the policy of these professionals consist in if not in 
refusing to satisfy the needs of those they represent, that 
is, the people; if not, like God, in becoming masters, 
deciding the fates of human beings who are then subju- 
gated, degraded, crushed, and wiped away by a frenzied, 
schizophrenic power? Then they contemptuously wave 
away the values of tolerance, justice, and love for others. 
And long live myself!—a detestable, obscurantist mega- 
lomaniac. 


Felix Houphouet-Boigny is the brillant antithesis of 
these narrow-minded politicasters who lack any goals at 
all for the nations they are supposed to serve. Resisting 
the wave of the libertarian and deadly madness affecting 
the world, he has upheld the “right to life,” a concept 
that explains Houphouet’s political philosophy of 
respect for human beings—their lives, their physical 
being, and their freedoms. This concept rejects any 
attempt to contradict it; it absolutely rejects the violation 
of the rule of obedience to conscience and God—who are 
we, after all, and who do we think we are to decide to 
take away the life of a human being, a son of God? This 


WEST AFRICA 


philosophical and religious conception underlies Hou- 
phouet’s obsessive quest for peace —peace among men, 
and peace among states based on consultations and 
understanding. 


But does the president’s obsessive approach not come 
from his background as a farmer and from his pride at 
being a member of a particular community that loves the 
land; whose members are mindful not to disappoint it 
and communicate with the land by taking attentive care 
of it? Can this maker of life turn into someone who 
orders destruction and death? One of the president’s 
merits is that he has effectively enforced the right to life 
in Our country whereas, in certain countries, this right is 
still reduced to minimum freedoms. 


What is our hope on President Houphouet-Boigny’s 82d 
birthday? We hope that the physical, moral, and social 
prosperity enjoyed by the Ivorian people—prosperity 
based on the guarantee of a peaceful life—will be 
extended to other peoples. This would be the most 
wonderful gift for this man who has placed himself at the 
disposal of his brother and sister human beings. Happy 
birthday, Mr President! 


Liberia 


Doe Says Government Not Against Nimba County 
AB151742 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 15 Oct 87 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has said his gov- 
ernment is not and will never be against the people of 
Nimba County. Dr Doe said there is no reason as 
president he should be against a section of the country. 
He said politicians whose aims are to divide Liberia have 
been responsible for such misleading statements. The 
president made the statement today when a resolution of 
support and loyalyty was presented to him by citizens of 
Nimba County at the Executive Mansion in Monrovia. 
Dr Doe called on the Liberian people to unite for the 
rapid development of the country and the national 
economy. He requested Internal Affairs Minister 
Edward Sackor and Nimba County superintendent, Mr 
Steven Daniels, to work out plans for him to meet with 
citizens of Nimba to discuss issues in the interest of the 
county. 


Debt Rescheduling Agreement Signed With UK 
AB170603 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 16 Oct 87 


[Text] The Government of Liberia and Great Britain 
yesterday signed an agreement in the British capital, 
London, under the accord of 1984 and 85 rescheduling 
Liberia’s debt to the United Kingdom in the amount of 
$34.7 million. Liberia’s ambassador to Great Britain, Mr 
William Givens, signed for the Liberian Government, 
while the British minister of state for foreign and Com- 
monwealth affairs, the Right Honorable Lynda Chalker, 
signed for the British Government. 


FBIS-AFR-87-201 
19 October 1987 


According to the agreement, an amount equal to 90 
percent of the debt shall be paid and transferred in 10 
equal and consecutive half-yearly installments on 30 
Une and 31 December each year commencing the 30th 
of June 1990. At the signing ceremony, Mrs Chalker said 
that the agreement was a further evidence of her govern- 
ment’s support for the effort by the Liberian Govern- 
ment to get the country’s economy back on its feet. 


Nigeria 


Press Views Killing of Burkina’s Sankara 
AB181253 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 18 Oct 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The Standard, Concord, and the Mail take a look 
at the assassination of President Thomas Sankara of 
Burkina Faso in a bloody coup by members of the 
country’s ruling National Revolutionary Council last 
Thursday [15 October]. The papers describe the killing 
of Sankara by his deputy as unfortunate and disappoint- 
ing. The Concord says the episode came as a shock to all 
lovers of peace and progress in Africa. The paper 
remarks that Sankara’s tragic death is the sad reality of 
the African Continent and the climax of years of deep- 
seated ideological and tactical differences between 
Sankara and his close aids. The Concord views that by 
Sankara’s death, Africa has lost an illustrious son who 
had worked effortlessly by example to change the history 
of Burkina Faso. 


The Mail feels that cutting down of leaders in Africa 
through senseless coups has contributed immensely to 
the instability in the continent and slowed down the pace 
of development. The paper is sad that African nations 
should indulge in the killing of good leaders, arguing that 
every leader, as a human being, has his shortcomings and 
(9convictions), as well as a mission to fulfill. The Mai/ 
points out that Sankara may have been radically minded, 
but that he was a promising leader who had succeeded in 
mobilizing his people toward achieving such develop- 
ment goals. The paper calls on Africans to subdue the 
unhealthy quest for political power among the military 
in Africa. 
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Senegal 


Paper Urges ‘Support’ for Burkina’s Compaore 
AB171133 Paris AFP in French 1020 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Dakar, 17 Oct (AFP)—African countries and 
France must help Burkina Faso to “brave the storm,” the 
Senegalese (pro-government) daily newspaper, Le Soleil, 
wrote today in an editorial devoted to the coup d’etat in 
Ouagadougou. 


Regardless of the foreign policy of the leaders of this 
coup d’etat, Captain Blaise Compaore, (the new strong 
man of the regime) “deserves firm support,” the socialist 
daily said. “Paris, a privileged partner of Ouagadougou, 
like African countries, must make it its duty to help these 
young nationalists brave the storm,” the editorial colum- 
nist added. 


“More than ever before, Paris must pay greater attention 
to the youngness of the revolution and the poverty of 
Burkina Faso,” Le Soleil concluded. “Otherwise, the 
disillusionment of the people of Burkina Faso will degen- 
erate into permanent instability.” 


Sierra Leone 


16 Minah Trial Defendants Sentenced to Death 
AB171919 Paris AFP in French 1851 GMT 17 Oct 87 


[Text] Freetown, 17 Oct (AFP)}—Sixteen of the eighteen 
defendants tried in Freetown for their participation in a 
coup attempt against President Joseph Momoh on 23 
March, were today sentenced to death after the very long 
trial that lasted 5 months in the Sierra Leonean capital. 
Former First Vice President Francis Minah and former 
inspector general of police, Gabriel Kaikai, are among 
those sentenced as well as a Lebanese businessman 
Kazim Allie, and Parliamentarian Jimmy Vndy. 


Those convicted have appealed to the High Court 
against the verdict. The jury deliberated for 5 hours 
before unanimously agreeing on a guilty verdict. Two of 
the defendants have escaped the death sentence. They 
are two policemen blamed for not reporting the coup 
attempt to the authorities. They were sentenced to 4 and 
7 years’ imprisonment. 


The last execution in Sierra Leone took place in 1980. 
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